Deut 7:6-9 — You are a people holy to the Lord, your God; the Lord, your God, has chosen you
from all the peoples on the face of the earth to be a people specially his own. ' It was not because
you are more numerous than all the peoples that the Lord set his heart on you and chose you; for
you are really the smallest of all peoples. ® It was because the Lord loved you and because of his
fidelity to the oath he had sworn to your ancestors, that the Lord brought you out with a strong
hand and redeemed you from the house of slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh, king of Egypt.
 Know, then, that the Lord, your God, is God: the faithful God who keeps covenant mercy to the
thousandth generation toward those who love him and keep his commandments.

Eph 2:14a, 17-22 — “[Christ Jesus] is our peace. He came and preached peace to you who were
far off and peace to those who were near, for through him we both have access in one Spirit to
the Father. So then you are no longer strangers and sojourners, but you are fellow citizens with
the holy ones and members of the household of God, built upon the foundation of the apostles
and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the capstone. Through him the whole structure is held
together and grows into a temple sacred in the Lord.

John 17:17-23 — [Jesus prayed,] “Consecrate them in the truth. Your word, [Father,] is truth. As
you sent me into the world, so I sent them into the world. And I consecrate myself for them, so
that they also may be consecrated in truth. I pray not only for them, but also for those who will
believe in me through their word, so that they may all be one, as you, Father, are in me and I in
you, that they also may be in us, that the world may believe that you sent me. And I have given
them the glory you gave me, so that they may be one, as we are one, I in them and you in me,
that they may be brought to perfection as one, that the world may know that you sent me, and
that you loved them even as you loved me.



