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Courage + Patience + Faith = Hope 
 
Dear friends on the journey, 
 
Each of today’s readings offer words of comfort. Isaiah’s message is “courage, do not be afraid.” In the sec-
ond reading, James encourages us to “be patient, do not lose heart.” In the gospel, Jesus’ message to John 
the Baptist is “happy the person who does not lose faith in me.”  
 
Sitting in a dark prison awaiting death, John must have felt hopeless, his faith tested. Surely Jesus’ words 
brought him comfort and strength. Well they’re meant for us today too and we need to soak them in.  
 
Throughout our life, we find ourselves in dark places when we experience personal crises like serious ill-
ness, death, addiction, or family discord. Perhaps the crises are not ours personally but are happening 
around us. I have been deeply saddened lately by news of the sudden death of a 35-year-old woman, a tod-
dler hospitalized with pneumonia, RSV and influenza affecting babies and the elderly and everyone in be-
tween, and a longtime friend just diagnosed with a brain tumor. In these moments, we have Isaiah’s words: 
have courage, do not be afraid. There is hope. 
 
The news is filled with stories of continued senseless violence, anti-Semitism, racism, political division, 
war in Ukraine, natural disasters and we feel powerless and wonder if this world will ever experience true 
peace. Many of us worry about our children, especially in their adulthood, and their physical, emotional 
and spiritual well-being. In these situations, we can look to James’ comforting words: be patient, do not 
lose heart. There is hope. 
 
We can be the most faith confident people, working hard, doing our best only to be sideswiped by unem-
ployment, car trouble, and unexpected expenses. Throw in the added stress and work of the holidays, as 
joyous as they are. Feeling overwhelmed and unable to cope we can wonder why God let us down and 
doubt his love for us and even his existence. In these times we can look to the gospel message: happy the 
person who does not lose faith in me. There is hope. 
 
This hope is Jesus. In the Old Testament, God promised a savior. God delivered that savior in the person of 
Jesus. Jesus conquered death through resurrection, allowing us eternal life in the heavenly kingdom. This is 
hope. In these dark places of fear, overwhelm, and doubt, we have only to look back in salvation history to 
see that courage, patience, and faith have always conquered darkness. This is 
hope that struggle does not last forever, that good will always come again.  
 
This Christmas we celebrate the Jesus of history, the Jesus who is present in 
us and to us today, and the Jesus who will come again. This gives me great 
hope. How about you? 
 
Siempre Adelante, 

 
 

Teresa Runyon 
Pastoral Associate
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12 months to Grade 8. 
 
Little Church ~ December 11, 18 
Age 3 through Kindergarten. Sunday preschool during the 9:00 am 
and 11:00 am Mass. Children learn so much! From the Sign of the 
Cross to the Bible stories, songs, and more. Super fun to make 
friends and be at Church on Sundays! Children must be registered to 
attend; visit www.padreserra.org/registration. For more information, 
contact soraya@padreserra.org 
 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word ~ December 11, January 15, 21 
Grades 1 - 5. Children at the 11:00 am Mass are invited to hear the 
readings and reflection at their level. No registration is required. 
Parents consider joining this ministry and leading a session. Please 
contact tere@padreserra.org for more information. 
 
Spark! ~ December 14 
Grades 1 - 5. This week’s curriculum event for all Spark! groups is 
the Family Dinner and Reconciliation Service on Wednesday, 
December 14. For more information, please contact 
jennifer@padreserra.org or christine@padreserra.org 
 
Three-Sixteen ~ December 14 
Middle school ministry ~ Grades 6, 7, and 8. This week families are 
invited to participate in the Advent Penance Service on December 
14, 7:00 pm in the Church. Sessions resume on December 21. For 
more information, contact youth@padreserra.org

 Everyone 14 to 18 is welcome! 
 
4:12 ~ November 30  
High school teens, join Brett, and the peer leaders, for fun and 
fellowship. Wednesdays 7:30 pm in San Juan Capistrano room. 
youth@padreserra.org 
 
Confirmation Y1 ~ December 14 
This week teens will learn about the Gift of Wonder and Awe. We 
meet at the 11:00 am Mass, followed by lunch and sessions in the 
Serra Center. For more info, youth@padreserra.org 
 
Confirmation Y2 
The weekly ministry has begun, be sure to sign in every time. If you 
have not gotten started yet, please get in touch with 
youth@padreserra.org

High School

Children
Bible Faith Share ~ December 12, 19 
In-person faith sharing group, Mondays 8:45 - 9:45 am, San Juan 
Capistrano room. Sherry Reynolds sherryr2256@gmail.com. Visit 
www.padreserra.org/faith-sharing 
 
Gospel Hangout ~ December 13, 14 
Come hang out (virtually) as we read Sunday’s gospel and reflect on 
how Jesus is intersecting with our lives at this moment. 
Tuesdays,11:30 am - 12:30 pm, Wednesdays, 7:00 - 8:00 pm. For 
Zoom link: Teresa teresa@padreserra.org. Visit 
www.padreserra.org/faith-sharing 
 
Bereavement Support Group ~ December 15 
Grief can be overwhelming and difficult to understand and navigate, 
but you don’t have to do it alone. Our bereavement support group 
offers mutual support to those who have lost a loved one through 
death. 10:00 am, San Fernando room. Betty Bright-Martinez  
(805) 407·3000, bettybright41@gmail.com, visit 
www.padreserra.org/bereavement 
 
Knitting & Crocheting ~ December 15, 22, 29 
You are welcome to join us for conversation and socialize while 
engaging in our favorite pastime/hobby. If you don’t know how we’d 
love to teach you. This holiday season, we are working on hats and 
scarves to donate to one of our favorite charities, RAIN. Please stop 
in to see what we are doing any Thursday 10:00 am - 12:00 pm, 
Carmel room. Contact: Donna healthysneaker7@gmail.com  
 
PAX Christi ~ December 15 
Grounded in the gospel and Catholic social teaching, our PAX 
Christi ministry seeks to model Christ’s peace in our witness to 
nonviolence through prayer, study, and action rooted in justice for 
the common good of all God’s children. 7:00 - 8:30 pm, San 
Fernando room. Gary gfreeberg@gmail.com. 
 
Seeds of Faith ~ December 19 
SEEDS (Sisters ~ Embracing ~ Enlightening ~ Daughters of Faith) 
is a monthly evening of spirituality for women who want to grow 
deeper in faith and affirm our mission and worth as God’s daughters 
and Jesus’ disciples. 7:00 - 8:30 pm, San Miguel room. Gwen 
gwendolynjoy1@hotmail.com. Visit www.padreserra.org/seeds  
 
Healing from Divorce ~ December 20 
Our healing from divorce support group offers a welcoming 
environment for people dealing with divorce, whether in the earliest 
stages of grief, the initial stages of coping with severe changes, or 
through the worst of it and now looking to move forward, grow, and 
serve. 7:00 - 8:30 pm, Zoom. Cynthia cjonescampbell@yahoo.com. 
Visit www.padreserra.org/divorce 
 
Ladies’ Night Out ~ December 21 
Lemons on the Loose is a women’s social gathering to share 
fellowship and laughter while playing Bonkers. $5/person. Proceeds 
benefit pediatric cancer research and help through Alex’s Lemonade 
Stand. 6:30 - 8:30 pm, Serra Center. Kathy quannys5@yahoo.com or 
Michelle mcpaschens@gmail.com 
 

Adults

Everyone 18 to 39ish is welcome! www.padreserra.org/young-adults 
 
Bible Study and More ~ December 15 
We gather on the first and third Thursdays of the month from 7:00 - 
9:00 pm. On the first Thursday, we do a Bible study, and on the third 
Thursday, we play a game. See our Instagram @pspyoungadult or 
Facebook @PadreSerraYA for other events! Contact 
brett@padreserra.org

Young Adults

https://www.facebook.com/PadreSerraYA
https://www.instagram.com/pspyoungadult/
https://www.padreserra.org/faith-sharing.html
https://www.padreserra.org/faith-sharing.html
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Weekend Schedule 
All liturgies are celebrated inside our beautiful parish church: 
    •  Saturday, 5:00 pm 
    •  Sunday, 7:30 am 
    •  Sunday, 9:00 am 
    •  Sunday, 11:00 am Livestreamed. Visit www.padreserra.org/mass 
Pray for Our Sick 
Mike Acosta, Bob Amantia, Olga Arellano, Nancy Brooks Smalle, 
Mary Butler, Greg Cannon, Michael J. Dilley, Ben Fisco, Alice 
Fisher, Asher Flores, Duane Fowler, Hyman Garcia, Ramona Garcia, 
Tim Graf, Jay Graham, Braidyn Haff, Jessica Haff, Letitia Heiter, 
Edna Jost, Hank Koval, Baby Lucia Lalieu, Doreen Learned, Mark 
Maidel, Earlene McCormick, Dave McDonnell, Jackie Miller, Mary 
Mullen, Maggie Murtha, Hector Navarrete, Binh Ninh, Robert 
Olavarrietta, Donna O’Neil, Sister Carol Quinlivan, Alice Redondo, 
Juan Andres Sanchez, Dorothy Simmons, Ken Solovy and Melissa 
Yeager. (Names are refreshed monthly.) 
Remember Our Dead 
Prayers for family and friends of those who have died recently: 
Dave Bannatz, RIP 
Richard Dunlap, RIP 
May they enjoy peace in their life with Christ Jesus. 
Prayer Opportunities 
    •  Daily Readings: bible.usccb.org 
    •  Parish Book of Intentions: www.padreserra.org/intentions 
    •  Prayer Chain: Prayers anytime  
         Bette (805) 482·0067 bette_church@hotmail.com 
        Shirley (805) 482·2617 brownshehorn@gmail.com 
        or visit www.padreserra.org/prayer-requests 
    •  Stations of the Cross: www.padreserra.org/stations 
    •  Our Lady of Perpetual Help: www.padreserra.org/news/olph 
    •  Blessed Sacrament Chapel: www.padreserra.org/prayer

Prayer Life

Reflection questions for every gathering around any table 
Matthew 11:2-11 ~ Radical Transformation 
In today’s gospel, John points out the difference between his ministry 
and that of Jesus. Both proclaim that the kingdom/reign of God is 
right at hand. But only Jesus can bring radical transformation to the 
hearts and lives of his disciples. Only he can give us, by baptism, the 
power of his Spirit. How has Jesus already healed and empowered 
you? What within you is making you still resist the Spirit’s 
transforming power? To whom is Jesus sending you to be the 
messenger of good news and transformation?

Faith Sharing Question

Retirement for Religious 
Give to those who have given a lifetime: Nearly 25,000 senior 
Catholic sisters, brothers, and religious order priests have offered 
their lives in service to others — educating the young, comforting 
the sick, and ministering to the less fortunate. Today, many are frail 
and need assistance. Without enough retirement savings, many 
religious communities are struggling to care for senior members. 
Your gift to this fund helps furnish medications, nursing care, and 
more. Please give generously. For more info, visit 
www.retiredreligious.org 

Donate to St. Vincent de Paul through AmazonSmile 
AmazonSmile is a simple way to support your favorite charitable 
organization by donating 0.5% of your eligible purchases at no cost 
to you. To shop at AmazonSmile, go to smile.amazon.com on your 
web browser, or activate AmazonSmile on your Amazon Shopping 
iOS or Android phone app (found under settings). Use the same user 
and password you have at amazon.com to sign in. When you’re using 
the app, always check for the “AmazonSmile” logo to ensure you’re 
activated for AmazonSmile. Select St. Vincent de Paul: Padre Serra 
Parish as your charity here. Learn more ways to help in the good 
work of St. Vincent de Paul at www.padreserra.org/news/svdp

Giving

In loving memory of Rene Marion Cinque 
  Julie Cinque Land

Memorial & Honorarium

Writers Group Anthologies ~ Today 
Our Writers Group Anthologies make lovely Christmas gifts and are 
on sale in the courtyard this Sunday morning. Get your copy, meet 
our writers, and learn more about the ministry. If you enjoy writing, 
you are welcome to share your work any Friday and listen to others’ 
inspiring writing. Fridays 10:00 am - 12:00 pm, San Fernando room. 
Linda Lowe calmest1@verizon.net. Visit 
www.padreserra.org/writers

In the Courtyard

Pastoral Care 
We care about you. Pastoral Care is available with Teresa Runyon, 
Faith Life Minister. She will work with you to help discern your 
needs and provide referrals to our many support ministries, clergy, 
and other resources, including therapists and local support groups. 
Contact Teresa teresa@padreserra.org

Adults

Our warmest welcome to our newest registered parishioners! May 
you find faith, fellowship, love, and peace. 
       • Oscar Valles 
       • Alyssa Valles 
       • Jordan Gonzalez 
       • Amaya Valles 
       • Kaiya Valles 
       • Julio Rocha 
       • Marlene Rocha 
       • Bri Ryder Rocha 
       • Noe Rocha 
If you are not yet registered or have moved, dropped your landline, 
added a cellphone or email, or have adult children who have moved 
out, please keep us updated. If you live alone, provide us with an 
emergency contact. Contact Mary (805) 482·6417 x321 or 
mary@padreserrra.org

Welcome!

       • Julio J. Rocha 
       • Deirdre McDermott 
       • Jennifer Macias 
       • Vic Briones 
       • Juliza Ramirez 
       • Elaine McCaslin 
       • Phan Nguyen 
       • Thu Nguyen

Theresa Kaiser, RIP 
Ted Maggay Jr., RIP 

https://smile.amazon.com/charity?orig=%2F
https://www.amazon.com
https://smile.amazon.com/gp/chpf/homepage/ref=smi_chpf_redirect?ie=UTF8&newts=1&orig=%2F&q=St.%20Vincent%20de%20Paul%3A%20Padre%20Serra%20Parish
https://www.padreserra.org/news/svdp
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/121122.cfm
https://www.padreserra.org/mass.html
https://bible.usccb.org/podcasts/audio
https://www.padreserra.org/prayer-requests.html
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VENTURA EYE INSTITUTE
MICHAEL T. RAGEN, M.D.

 • Laser • Glaucoma
 • Cataracts • Eyelid Surgery
3801 Las Posas Rd.,  Ste. # 112, Camarillo, CA 93010

(805) 388-1211

PENNY TEAGUE
805-384-2652

“THE REAL ESTATE TEAM”
California Realty

DON VANASSE
CUSTOM 

BUILDERS, INC.
• Custom Homes
• Room Additions
• Patio Covers
• Remodeling

(805) 383-9191
General Contractor
License #657528
Bonded • Insured

Parishioner

Financial Planning, Investments, IRAs
400 Camarillo Ranch Road - Suite 202

805-384-1186 • www.yoursummitwealth.com
Securities offered through LPL Financial, Member FINRA/SIPC.  CA Insurance Lic. #0708854, #4109835

Christina Zins, CFP® Jerry Zins, CFP®Parishioners

Franklin & Vizzo
Plumbing

Plumbing and Heating
Service - Repairs

24 Hour 
Emergency Service

Senior Discounts
Lic. No 389926 Ventura

805-641-1997
www.franklinandvizzo.com

Independent Capital Management, Inc
Rich Frank, CFP ®
Investment Advisor Representative*
770 Paseo Camarillo, #130, Camarillo, CA 93010
CA Insurance Lic.: 0E54719
805-484-1011 Ext 116

rfrank@sagepointadvisor.com

INVESTMENTS / RETIREMENT PLANNING 
PERSONAL FINANCIAL PLANNING
*Securities and investment services offered through  
SagePoint Financial Inc., member FINRA/SIPC and 
a registered investment advisor. Parishioner

1st Time Home Buyers • Loans to 3 Million
Down Payment Assistance • Reverse Mortgages
Home Equity Conversion Mortgage for Seniors

Steve Carrigan, CMPS
Certified Mortgage Planning Specialist

Email: Steve@CFGteam.com

www.SteveCarrigan.com

 Kelley          Steve

805.389.0282

771 Daily Drive � Suite 350 � Camarillo, California 93010

Licensed by the Department of Business Oversight under the California

Residential Mortgage Lending Act. License # 413-1108, NMLS #267891 & #267895

    Kelley          Steve

NEW ROOFS • RE-ROOFS • ROOF REPAIRS
SHINGLES • TILES • GUTTERS 
METAL ROOFING • DOWNSPOUTS

QUALITY ROOFING AT
A PRICE YOU CAN
AFFORD 

Liability Insured • Bonded
Workers’ Comp St Lic #599538

Mendezroofingcoinc@gmail.com

(805) 642-6111

C UOUO C
AFFORDD

LiabLi bilitilit Iy Insuredd • B dBonded
Workers’ Comomp Stp St LicLic #599538

Se Habla Español 

Alfonso
Mendez

A+

BBB
Member

EXCELLENZ
PAINTING

Interior, Exterior, All Phases
Acoustic & Wallpaper Removal

Special Quote
For Renters, Realtors

& Parishioners
Pedro Alatorre
805-223-9384

Kathleen MacAller
Telling & MacAller Insurance Services

Group • Individual • Medicare
kathleen@tellmacinsurance.com

(805) 371-6276
5301-C Mission Oaks Blvd., Camarillo, CA 93012

Parishioner in music ministry since 1999

CA DOI LIC# 0M25202

Engaging Hearts, Changing Lives, 
Erasing Boundaries
• Non Profit
• Serving Seniors for 130 Years
• Originated by the Sisters of Mercy
• Full-time Pastor on Staff

805.388.5277
2500 Ponderosa Drive North

Camarillo, CA 93010

ACOUSTIC HEARING AIDS
Roger A. Caldwell  (805) 482-1104
2412 Ponderosa Dr. North B-101

Includes T-COIL Near Pleasant Valley Hospital

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly

• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Medical Alert System

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

✔Ambulance
✔Police  ✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL
NOW!

FREE Shipping
FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as $19.95 a month

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,

Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

800.809.3352
MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

The Most Complete
Online National

Directory of
Catholic ParishesCheck It Out Today!

Call Debbie Berry
800.231.0805

www.jspaluch.com

Grow Your Business, Advertise Here.
Support Your Church & Bulletin.

Free professional ad design & my help!

email: berryd@jspaluch.com

The Sponsors Who Appear On This Bulletin. It Is Through
Their Support That This Bulletin Is Made Possible.

Business Owners Interested In Advertising Please Call

J.S. Paluch
1-800-231-0805

Your
ad

could
be in this

space!
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EDSALL LAW APC
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

David E. Edsall
Katherine Edsall Wells

BUSINESS • PROBATE • TRUST
TELEPHONE (805) 484-9002 400 CAMARILLO RANCH RD. # 102
FACSIMILE: (805) 482-1472 CAMARILLO, CA 93012
Email:David@EdsallLaw.com www.EdsallLaw.com

Douglas E. Hill
Certified Public Accountant
“The highest compliment we can 

receive is the referral of family and 
friends. Thank you for your trust!”

1800 Ventura Blvd.
Camarillo, CA 93010

(805) 484-0496

THERESA L. McCONVILLE
Attorney-At-Law

ESTATE PLANNING • WILLS • TRUSTS • PROBATE
340 Rosewood Ave., Suite R

Camarillo, CA  93010 484-0514

REALTOR

Derrick Timmons
 “Personal Service,

 Professional Results”

805.807.3987

realtortimmons@gmail.com
www.derricktimmons.com

DRE# 01886244

Business Valuation & Appraisal Services
Ryan Forbes, ASA ~ Parishioner

Accredited Senior Appraiser in Business Valuation,  
Gift/Estate, 409A, M&A, Enterprise Valuation, Discount Studies

818.351.6105 | rforbes@calvalgroup.com
www.calvalgroup.com

Locally, Family Owned And Operated

Dine In • Take Out

Catering • Fundraising

 Camarillo Ventura Simi Valley Newbury Park
 805.445.7737 805.658.2898 805.624.7756 805.498.7737
 1701 Daily Dr. 5722 Telephone Rd. 1860 Erringer Rd. 1025 Broadbeck Rd.

www.prestopasta.com   Parishioners

 805-482-1850
FAX: (805) 987-3009 • 340 Rosewood, Ste. H, Camarillo, CA 93010

Russ@RussMerrick.com • http://www.RussMerrick.com

TREE TRIMMING
PALM CLEANUP • REMOVAL

STUMP GRINDING • TOPPING & PRUNING
BRUSH CHIPPING • EMERGENCY SERVICE

805-330-0596
treesnative@gmail.com

License # 1074440
Bonded & Insured

Personal Injury Attorney/Local Parishioner

2013 Ventura County Trial Lawyer of the Year

Free Consultation
(805) 535-4372 | Randy Wells, Attorney at Law 

www.rwellslaw.com
Se habla español en la oficina

Country Harvest 
Restaurant Camarillo

‘Proudly Serving Camarillo Our 
Local Down Home Cooking’

596 Mobil Ave. Suite A/B
805-482-7311

 @ Country Harvest Camarillo

Home Care for Independent Living
• Live In Home Care • Flexible Hourly Care

• 24 Hour Care • Dementia Care
• Assistance With Mobility • Companionship

• Personal Assistance • Errands
• Shopping • Meal Preparation

homehelpershomecare.com/thousandoaks  • 805.777.8111
RATED #1 IN SENIOR CARE & BEST OF THE BEST FOR 5 STRAIGHT YEARS BY ENTREPRENEUR MAGAZINE | BONDED & INSURED. CA LIC# 564700071

$100 OFF
First Month’s

Invoice
Must mention the Home Helpers ad. First time

clients only. Cannot be combined with any other offers.

20% OFF
First Week of

Services
Must mention the Home Helpers ad. First time

clients only. Cannot be combined with any other offers.

Dan Nathanson
Owner

• Personal Care

• Meal Prep

• Light Housekeeping

• Medication Reminders

Loving Care Right at Home,
Wherever Home May Be.

Call (805) 385-0051 or visit us
www.adoreyousc.com

TONY’S PAINTING
Cabinet Painting Color Matching
Exterior Painting Interior Painting
Drywall Repair  Virtual Consultations
Paint Removal Residential Services
Ceiling & Wall Painting

(805) 812-1692
Get this
weekly bulletin
delivered by
email - for FREE!

Sign up here:
www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

Download Our Free App or Visit

https://www.oneparish.com

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America

Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

(C
ST

 2
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90
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Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.

I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

✂

WHY IS IT
A man wakes up after sleeping
under an ADVERTISED blanket
on an ADVERTISED mattress

and pulls off ADVERTISED pajamas
bathes in an ADVERTISED shower
shaves with an ADVERTISED razor

brushes his teeth
with ADVERTISED toothpaste

washes with ADVERTISED soap
puts on ADVERTISED clothes

drinks a cup 
of ADVERTISED coffee

drives to work
in an ADVERTISED car

and then . . . .
refuses to ADVERTISE
believing it doesn’t pay.
Later if business is poor

he ADVERTISES it for sale.
WHY IS IT?

Consider Remembering
Your Parish in Your Will.

For further information, 
please call the Parish Office.
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FR. PATRICK MULLEN, PASTOR   MASS TIMES: MON - FRI 8:00 AM  ·  SAT 5:00 PM  ·  SUN 7:30 AM, 9:00 AM, 11:00 AM   RECONCILIATION: SAT 3:30 - 4:30 PM 

https://donors.vitalant.org/dwp/portal/dwa
https://www.padreserra.org/blood-drive.html
https://www.padreserra.org/simbang-gabi.html
mailto:gggacasan@gmail.com
https://www.padreserra.org/svdp.html



