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Separated From You, Let Me Never Be 
 
Hello Friends, 
 
In today’s Gospel, Jesus is moved to compassion by the suffering of a leper. To prepare us for the 
scene from the Gospel of Mark, the Church gives us an essential complimentary first reading from 
the Old Testament. In the first reading from Leviticus, we are told what it meant to be a leper for a 
first-century Jew. We are reminded that a person with leprosy was considered ritually unclean and 
was forced to live in perpetual isolation outside of the community.  For the Jews of this time, 
ritually clean and unclean was a serious matter. In Mark’s Gospel, Jesus is going to shock the 
Jewish witnesses to this event when he touches the unclean but remains untainted.  Jesus, moved 
by pity and compassion for an isolated soul, will heal so that the healing can be certified as 
prescribed by Jewish law, and this former outcast will be allowed to rejoin the community. 
 
We learn that the leper approaches Jesus, kneeling humbly, and does not ask to be healed but to 
“make me clean.”  The weight of isolation that the leper was experiencing must have been more 
painful than the physical effects of the leprosy.  To remove the stain of unclean is what the leper 
desired most.  Sin can affect us in a similar way and cause us to become distant from God. In the 
Sacrament of Confession, we too, through the infinite mercy of God, can receive that relief that 
the leper felt when Jesus said, “I do will it. Be made clean”.  This scene occurs early in the Gospel 
of Mark, but we can see the symbolism of the beginning of Jesus’s redemptive mission in this 
miracle of curing the leper. In the Sacrament of Confession, we also come humbly and contrite of 
heart to ask our Lord to reconcile us to God and keep us in communion with his Church. Jesus 
never fails to renew us and feed our ongoing conversion. When we strive to change our minds and 
to live how Jesus is calling us, we move along on our path of conversion.  Conversion is our 
lifelong endeavor, and the Church that Jesus founded gives us the path to be continually renewed.  
 
We will enter Lent next Wednesday, and as we prepare to renew our baptismal commitment, let us 
seek that inner conversion of the heart to follow Christ more faithfully. The season of Lent is the 
perfect time to embrace the gift of the Sacrament of Confession so that 
we are never distant from God.  “The whole power of Penance consists 
in restoring us to God’s grace and joining us with him in intimate 
friendship” (CC1468). 

 
 
 
 

Manuel Leon 
Business Manager
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Age 3 to Grade 8.  
Stay and Play ~  February 11, 25 and March 3, 10, 17, 24 
Age 12 - 36 months. Mrs. Soraya and helpers will 
lovingly care for your little one while you go to 
Mass. Stop by to see all the toys and fun. You are 
welcome to stay to make sure your toddler is 
settled. No-cost service. Gather in the Carmel 
rooms.  
Cherubs Music Program 
For kids in preschool through grade 2. Did you know that the most 
critical age for a child’s music development is from birth to age 9? 
Preregistration is required. Please email Lisa at 
cherubs@padreserra.org for more information. Visit 
www.padreserra.org/cherubs  
Little Church ~ February 11, 25 and March 3, 10, 17, 24 
Age 3 through Kindergarten. Sunday preschool during the 9:00 am 
and 11:00 am Mass. Children learn so much! From the Sign of the 
Cross to the Bible stories, songs, and more. It’s super fun to make 
friends and be at Church on Sundays! Register today; visit 
www.padreserra.org/registration. For more information, contact 
soraya@padreserra.org  
Children’s Liturgy of the Word ~ February 11, 25 and March 3, 
10, 17, 24  
Grades 1 - 5; during 11:00 am Mass. Children are invited to listen to 
the readings and Gospel, read and explained at their level. No 
preregistration is required. Leaders Needed! No experience is 
necessary; contact tere@padreserra.org for more information.  
Spark! ~ February 13  
Grades 1 - 5. This week’s curriculum family event is 
Mardi Gras on Tuesday, February 13, in the Serra 
Center. We will learn about the pillars of Lent. For 
more information, contact jennifer@padreserra.org 
or christine@padreserra.org  
Children’s & Middle School Choir 
All children grades 3 to 8 are invited! No experience is necessary. 
Weekly rehearsals, every Wednesday, 5:00 pm. For more info, visit 
www.padreserra.org/cmsc  
Three-Sixteen ~ February 14 
Middle school ministry ~ Grades 6, 7, and 8. We will gather for Ash 
Wednesday liturgy and distribution of ashes. This is not a drop-off 
event; parents must attend, too. For more information, please get in 
touch with tere@padreserra.org

Everyone from 14 to 18 is welcome!  
4:12 ~ February 14 
Everyone from 14 to 18 is welcome! Join Brett and peer leaders for 
Ash Wednesday and the distribution of ashes at 7:00 pm in the 
Church. Future gatherings are on Wednesdays from 7:30 - 9:00 pm in 

High School

Children

Seniors Adapted Exercise ~ February 14, 21, 28 
All seniors are invited to a weekly class of adaptive exercise that is 
gentle and easy, focuses on balance, involves using chairs for 
support, and alternating standing and sitting. Bring your hand 
weights if you wish. Wednesdays, 8:45 - 9:30 am, Santa Barbara 
room. Call/text Marg (805) 405·9901.   
Centering Prayer ~ February 14, 21, 28 
Silence is God’s language, and Centering Prayer is a contemplative, 
silent prayer that allows us to experience God’s presence within us 
— both a relationship with God and a discipline to foster that 
relationship. Come and rest with God! Wednesdays at 6:45 pm, 
Santa Clara room. Vivian Patrick, (805) 377·0704, 
vpatv@outlook.com. Visit www.padreserra.org/prayer  
Bereavement Support Groups ~ February 15 
Grief can be overwhelming and difficult to understand and navigate, 
but you don’t have to do it alone. Our bereavement support groups 
offer mutual support to those who have lost a loved one through 
death. Morning session at 10:00 and afternoon session at 2:00. San 
Fernando room. Betty Bright Martinez (805) 407·3000, 
bettybright41@gmail.com, visit www.padreserra.org/bereavement  
Seeds of Faith ~ February 19 
Are you longing to find intimacy with God in the busyness of life? 
Our new series, Having a Mary Heart in a Martha World, will help 
us find that intimacy and grow in faith. SEEDS (Sisters ~ Embracing 
~ Enlightening ~ Daughters of Faith) is a monthly evening of 
spirituality for women who want to grow deeper in faith and affirm 
our mission and worth as God’s daughters and Jesus’ disciples. Third 
Monday, 7:00 - 8:30 pm, San Miguel room. Gwen 
gwendolynjoy1@hotmail.com. Visit www.padreserra.org/seeds

Adults

Every confirmed teen and young adult is welcome!  
Retreat Leaders Meeting ~ February 12 and 13 
Monday 7:00 pm, Tuesday 7:30 pm. Peer leaders 
help engage our youth and Confirmation candidates 
by acting as mentors and facilitators during our 
weekly Confirmation sessions, annual retreats, and at 
4:12 youth nights. If you are confirmed, 14 to 39 
years old, and interested in joining, contact brett@padreserra.org. To 
sign up, scan the QR Code or visit www.padreserra.org/peer-leaders

Peer Leaders

San Juan Capistrano rooms. Follow us on Instagram @pspyouth for 
more information, or contact brett@padreserra.org  
Confirmation Y1 
Weekly ministry has begun. If you have not yet signed up for weekly 
ministry or for more information, please contact 
youth@padreserra.org or tere@padreserra.org  
Confirmation Y2 ~ February 11 
No sessions this week. We will gather for our retreat on February 23. 
For more info, please contact youth@padreserra.org or 
tere@padreserra.org right away.
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Pray for Our Sick 
Blanca Alegría de Rivera, Angela Aparicio, Bob Berry, Mary Butler, 
Frank Caprio, Lilmorie Chua, Aaron Chui, Rita DaCorsi, Julius 
Doubrava, James Featherston, Ben Fisco, Bobby Floyd Jr., Bobby 
Floyd III, Marcia Galles, Tim Graf, Wendy Grasso, Anna Guico-
Hurd, Jasna Haller, Lisa Hiatt, Barbara Humphrey, Kate Johnson, 
Jane Joubert, Amber Lewing, Matthew Lewing, Sheila Lewing-
Floyd, Susan Little, Linda Lowe, Dave McDonnell, Bob McNally, 
Tony Migler, Patricia Mike, Ron Mongeau, Sheila Montgomery, 
Dolores Moraza, Mary Mullen, Georgia Oropeza, Lilia Panesa, Aline 
Papillon, Dave Proett, Sherry Reynolds, Mike Robles, Dorothy 
Simmons, Silvia Venegas, Shelly Woore, Rita Wronkiewicz, Amanda 
Yeager, Margaret Zier, Jerry Zins Sr. and Renata Zozaya Losa. 
(Names are refreshed monthly.) 
Remember Our Dead 
Prayers for family and friends of those who have died recently: 
Jose Manuel Rodriguez, RIP 
Evelyn Bruenn, RIP 
Ron Zuback, RIP 
May they enjoy peace in their life with Christ Jesus.  
Funerals 
   • Roy Farmer ~ February 17, 10:00 am 
   • Robert Thomas Rumer ~ February 24, 10:00 am 
   • Neal J. Blaney Jr. ~ March 2, 10:00 am 
   • Rich Bergman ~ March 9, 10:00 am 
   • Mark Vanvakaris ~ March 16, 10:00 am 
   • David Mink ~ April 6, 10:00 am 
For more information, visit www.padreserra.org/funerals

Prayer Life
Reflection questions for every gathering around any table 
Mark 1:40-45 ~ Healing and Renewal 
The encounter between Jesus and the leper underscores the dynamic 
nature of faith as an active, living force that challenges us to place 
our trust in God’s will, even amidst life’s uncertainties and trials. It 
serves as a poignant reminder that our faith, when genuinely 
embraced, becomes a wellspring of strength and transformation, 
capable of guiding us toward a path of healing, restoration, and, 
ultimately, wholeness. As we navigate the complexities of our own 
lives, this story invites us to lean into our faith, trusting in God’s 
timing and providence, and embrace the potential for healing and 
renewal in our journey. Reflect on a time when your faith played a 
key role in overcoming a personal challenge. How did it transform 
the situation?

Faith Sharing Question

Becoming Catholic
The Journey That We All Share 
For adults who want to complete their sacraments with Confirmation, 
contact confirmation@padreserra.org. For adults who seek the 
sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, and Holy Eucharist, contact 
adultinitiation@padreserra.org. For children aged 6 and older who 
have yet to be baptized, contact childreninitiation@padreserra.org. 
For more info, visit www.padreserra.org/becoming-catholic

In the Community
Post Abortion Retreat ~ February 24 
Restored: A Journey to Wholeness is a one-day retreat of hope and 
healing for women whose lives have been touched by abortion. 8:30 
am - 5:15 pm at Mater Dolorosa Retreat Center, Sierra Madre. Free. 
Registration is confidential. Visit www.rcbo.org/ministry/office-for-
family-life/topics/pastoral-care/hope-healing-after-abortion  
Prayer for 50+ ~ February 24 
St. Mary Magdalen invites all Catholics 50+ for a presentation by 
Michael Amodei, author of Reaching for Heaven. 2:30 - 3:30 pm in 
the parish hall. RSVP mneff2001@hotmail.com

Volunteer
St. Vincent de Paul ~ February 13, 27 
Looking for a way to give back? Want to make a difference in 
someone’s life? Consider St. Vincent de Paul, our parish’s outreach 
ministry to the poor, hungry, homeless, and needy in our midst. Visit 
their meeting on the second and fourth Tuesday, 6:30 pm Carmel 
room. svdp@padreserra.org. Visit www.padreserra.org/svdp  
Bereavement Ministry 
Are you a good listener, compassionate, and genuinely concerned 
about others, especially those who are grieving the death of a loved 
one? Our bereavement ministry may be the place to use your God-
given talents. Our parish is committed to accompanying the grieving 
spouse, adult child, parent, or relative during the first year following 
their loved one's death. Training and ongoing support are provided 
for the bereavement minister. Learn more: Marylee 
mlhrabovsky@verizon.net. Visit www.padreserra.org/bereavement

Our warmest welcome to our newest registered parishioners! May 
you find faith, fellowship, love, and peace. 
       • Linda Nguyen, Alwyn Dela Cruz, and Maddisyn 
       • Suzanne Vanvakaris  
       • Marilyn Tolosa 
       • Brian & Tracey Clark  
       • Cruz & Esmeralda Pinto and Alessandra 
       • Truman & Sophia Sipes, and Glenn 
       • Alex & Nikole Chow, Ryan and Liam 
       • Michael & Mary Ann McGann 
       • Andrea Ek and Mateo Lucatero 
       • Aniello & Nancy Guglielmo 
       • Miguel & Adelita Gonzalez, Pedro, Angel, and Julian 
       • Robert & Rosalind McNally 
       • Tydess & Kalee Revilla, Gwenn and Giaa 
If you are not yet registered or have moved, dropped your landline, 
added a cellphone or email, or have adult children who have moved 
out, please keep us updated. If you live alone, provide us with an 
emergency contact. Contact Sister Lana at (805) 482·6417 x320 or 
srlana@padreserra.org

Welcome!

Save the Date
CROP Walk ~ Sunday, March 10 
Watch for details! Visit www.padreserra.org/crop-walk
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Families | Individuals | Social Media Management Services

Cathy@csdkbusinesssolutions.com
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	 Found It Homes, Inc.	 Parishioner
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MEMOIR GHOSTWRITER FOR HIRE
Your Life Story - Your Legacy - It's Time

	� Personal & Family Stories
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	� Publishing Support

Bryan Basamanowicz
805-901-4566
www.bryanbwriting.com

Tracy & Carolina Guillen

(805) 482-3209
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Kathleen MacAller
Telling & MacAller Insurance Services
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(805) 371-6276
5301-C. Mission Oaks Blvd., Camarillo, CA 93012
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Michael T. Ragen, M.D.
Advanced Cataract & Eyelid Surgery

3801 Las Posas Rd.,  Ste. # 112, Camarillo, CA 93010
(805) 388-1211



IVYLAWNFUNERALHOME.COM

Ivy Lawn Memorial Park & Funeral Home
Ventura County's Only Historical District Cemetery

We are at your service!
Dignified, Funeral Services, Burials, & Cremations

805.642.1111
FD2156

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com              Padre Serra Church, Camarillo, CA              A 4C 05-4061

1203 Flynn Rd. Suite 270, Camarillo, CA 93012
Each RE/MAX Office is independently owned & operated.  

Al Limón, Broker
805-901-3640
DRE#00918596 
teamallimon@gmail.com

Bianca Carrera, Realtor®

805-797-1870
DRE#02022644

teamallimon.com

We help you with your real estate needs.

        

805-484-2705
4043 Mission Oaks Blvd., Camarillo
camarillochildrensdentalgroup.com

Creating bright smiles

Home Care for Independent Living
• Live In Home Care • Flexible Hourly Care

• 24 Hour Care • Dementia Care
• Assistance With Mobility • Companionship

• Personal Assistance • Errands
• Shopping • Meal Preparation

Dan Nathanson 
Owner

homehelpershomecare.com/thousandoaks • 805.777.8111
RATED #1 IN SENIOR CARE & BEST OF THE BEST FOR 5 STRAIGHT YEARS BY ENTREPRENEUR MAGAZINE | BONDED & INSURED, CA LIC#564700071

$100 OFF
First Month’s

Invoice
Must mention this ad. First time

clients only. Cannot be combined
with any other offers.

20% OFF
First Week of

Services
Must mention this ad. First time

clients only. Cannot be combined
with any other offers.

Where LA Catholics Go to Stay Connected.

Subscribe today for just $30.00 $19.95
Two easy ways to order:   AngelusNews.com/Bulletin  |  844-245-6630 

INCOME TAX PREPARATION
ENROLLED AGENT

Admitted To Practice Before The IRS

Tough Tax Problems & Past Due Returns
Collection Representation

Offers In Compromise & Payment Agreements
Income Tax Preparation - All States

Complete Year Round Services
Warning! “Uncle Sam Wants YOU...To Sweat!”
IRS Agents Are On The Loose And Looking For

Folks Who Haven’t Filed Their Taxes Yet...Just Like You!
RUSS MERRICK, EA • 805-482-1850

FAX: (805) 987-3009 • 340 Rosewood, Ste. H, Camarillo, CA 93010
Russ@RussMerrick.com • http://www.RussMerrick.com

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here and Support Our Parish!

 
CONTACT ME Marcia Boswell

 
Mboswell@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x2246
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