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Catholic Education 
Landmark of Faith, Character and Academic Excellence 

 
Dear Padre Serra Community,  
 
Growing up, I had a habit of finding long forgotten boxes in the garage and rummaging through them to 
discover lost treasures. Lovingly called “fishing trips” by my father, I still enjoy this pastime especially 
when visiting my parents – although now I know to ask permission first!  
 
On one such excursion recently, I found a photo of my brother, two sisters, and me in our uniforms ready for 
the first day of school at St. Gregory the Great. Dated September 1991, it marked the first day that all four of 
us were at the same school together. It was not lost on me that I’ll be able to take a similar picture next 
August as my youngest will start transitional kindergarten at St. Mary Magdalen.  
 
As we celebrate National Catholic Schools’ Week this week, I am grateful for the impact Catholic education 
has played in my life and am thankful that Melissa and I can share that gift with our three children.  Over the 
coming days, we can also reflect on the unique and enriching journey of faith, knowledge, and community 
that defines our Catholic schools. This week is a special time to recognize the profound impact of Catholic 
education on the hearts and minds of our students. 
 
At. St. Mary Magdalen School, we strive to nurture not only academic excellence but more importantly, 
values rooted in our faith. Together, we create a vibrant community where love, compassion, and service are 
woven into the fabric of everyday learning. Our commitment to excellence extends beyond the classroom, 
shaping young men and women who are not only well-prepared academically but also grounded in the 
teachings of Jesus Christ. 
 
Catholic Schools Week is an opportunity to express gratitude for the dedication of our educators, the 
enthusiasm of our students, and the unwavering support of our families. It's a time to celebrate the unique 
bond that unites us in our shared journey of faith and education.  
 
Siempre Adelante!  
 
Michael Ronan 
 
Michael Ronan 
Principal 

 
P.S. If you have school aged children and are interested in sending them to 
St. Mary Magdalen or just want to visit our school, I’d love to invite you 
for a personal tour of our campus home. Also, note that we are currently 
accepting applications for the 2024 – 2025 school year for all grades.  
More information is available on our website www.smmschool.net
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Age 3 to Grade 8. 
 
Stay and Play ~  January 28, and February 4, 11, 25 
Age 12 - 36 months. Sundays during the 9:00 am 
and 11:00 am Mass. Mrs. Soraya and helpers will 
lovingly care for your little one while you go to 
Mass. Stop by to see all the toys and fun. You are 
welcome to stay to make sure your toddler is settled. 
No-cost service. Gather in the Carmel rooms. 
 
Cherubs Music Program 
For kids in preschool through grade 2. Did you know that the most 
critical age for a child’s music development is from birth to age 9? 
Preregistration is required. Please email Lisa at 
cherubs@padreserra.org for more information. Visit 
www.padreserra.org/cherubs 
 
Little Church ~ January 28, and February 4, 11, 25 
Age 3 through Kindergarten. Sunday preschool during the 9:00 am 
and 11:00 am Mass. Children learn so much! From the Sign of the 
Cross to the bible stories, songs, and more. It’s super fun to make 
friends and be at church on Sundays! Register today; visit 
www.padreserra.org/registration. For more information, contact 
soraya@padreserra.org 
 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word ~ January 28, February 4, 11, 25  
Grades 1 - 5; during 11:00 am Mass. Children are invited to listen to 
the readings and Gospel, read and explained at their level. No pre-
registration is required. Leaders Needed! No experience is 
necessary; contact tere@padreserra.org for more information. 
 
Spark! ~ January 29 and 31 
Grades 1 - 5. This week, children will learn about Jesus healing 
many. For more information, contact jennifer@padreserra.org or 
christine@padreserra.org 
 
Children’s & Middle School Choir 
All children grades 3 to 8 are invited! No experience is necessary. 
Weekly rehearsals, every Wednesday, 5:00 pm. For more info, visit 
www.padreserra.org/cmsc 
 
Three-Sixteen ~ January 31 
Middle school ministry ~ Grades 6, 7, and 8. Kids will learn about 
Jesus’ healing miracles and continue to learn about the sacrament of 
reconciliation. For more information, please get in touch with 
tere@padreserra.org 

Everyone from 14 to 18 is welcome! 
 
4:12 ~ January 31 
Everyone from 14 to 18 is welcome. Join Brett and peer leaders for 
fun and fellowship on Wednesdays from 7:30 - 9:00 pm in San Juan 
Capistrano rooms. Follow us on Instagram @pspyouth for more 
information, or contact brett@padreserra.org 

High School

Everyone 18 to 39ish is welcome! www.padreserra.org/young-adults 
 
Bible Study and More 
We gather on the first and third Thursday of the month from 7:00 - 
9:00 pm. We do a Bible study on the first Thursday, and on the third 
Thursday, we play a game. See our Instagram @pspyoungadult for 
other events! Contact brett@padreserra.orgl.com

Young Adults

Children

Caregivers Support Group ~ January 30 
Caregiving often calls us to lean into love we didn’t know possible 
(Tia Walker). It can also be tiresome and lonely. Don’t do it alone. 
Our Caritas group supports those caring for an aging parent, spouse, 
or relative. 7:00 pm, San Fernando room. Contact Patricia  
sentclan@gmail.com. Visit www.padreserra.org/caritas 
 
Seniors Adapted Exercise ~ January 31 
All seniors are invited to a weekly class of adaptive exercises that is 
gentle and easy, focuses on balance, involves using chairs for 
support, and alternating standing and sitting. Bring your own hand 
weights if you wish. Wednesdays, 8:45 am, Santa Barbara room. 
Call/text Marg (805) 405-9901. Visit www.padreserra.org/seniors 
 
Bereavement Support Groups ~ February 1 
Grief can be overwhelming and difficult to understand and navigate, 
but you don’t have to do it alone. Our bereavement support groups 
offer mutual support to those who have lost a loved one through 
death. Morning session at 10:00 and afternoon session at 2:00. San 
Fernando room. Betty Bright Martinez (805) 407-3000, 
bettybright41@gmail.com, visit www.padreserra.org/bereavement

Adults

Every confirmed teen and young adult is welcome! 
 
Peer Leaders 
Peer Leaders help engage our youth and 
Confirmation candidates by acting as mentors and 
facilitators during our weekly Confirmation sessions, 
annual retreats, and at 4:12 youth nights. We usually 
meet on Tuesdays at 7:00 pm. If you are confirmed, 14 to 39 years 
old, and interested in joining, contact brett@padreserra.org. To sign 
up, scan the QR Code or visit www.padreserra.org/peer-leaders

Peer Leaders

Confirmation Y1 ~ January 
Weekly ministry has begun. If you have not yet signed up for weekly 
ministry or for more information, please contact 
youth@padreserra.org or tere@padreserra.org 
 
Confirmation Y2 ~ January 28 
Welcome back to weekly sessions! We will gather for 11:00 am Mass 
followed by lunch in SJC rooms and conclude with sessions in the 
Serra Center. We can’t wait to see you! If you have not yet registered 
for the 2023/2024 program year, please contact 
youth@padreserra.org or tere@padreserra.org right away.
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Pray for Our Sick 
Blanca Alegría de Rivera, Ronald Anthony, Angela Aparicio, Myra 
Beltran, Bob Berry, Mary Butler, Frank Caprio, Chris Cartaino, 
Lilmorie Chua, Rita DaCorsi, Julius Doubrava, Roy Farmer, James 
Featherston, Ben Fisco, Bobby Floyd Jr., Bobby Floyd III, Helen 
Galang, Marcia Galles, Jose Galvan, Tim Graf, Wendy Grasso, Anna 
Guico-Hurd, Jasna Haller, Lisa Hiatt, Barbara Humphrey, Kate 
Johnson, Eric Johnson, Michael Johnson, Amber Lewing, Matthew 
Lewing, Sheila Lewing-Floyd, Susan Little, Linda Lowe, Mary Ellen 
Massman, Dave McDonnell, Bob McNally, Nandor Medrovich, 
Patricia Mike, Ron Mongeau, Sheila Montgomery, Dolores Moraza, 
Ed Morera, Mary Mullen, Flower Nguyen, Ruben Nieva, Maria 
Luisa Orelan, Georgia Oropeza, Daniel Orr, Angela Ortiz, Lilia 
Panesa, Dave Proett, Mike Robles, Robert Thomas Rumer, Matthew 
Savage, Dorothy Simmons, Bill Stevens, Andrew Tamayo, Felipe 
Torres Sr., Silvia Venegas, Shelly Woore, Rita Wronkiewicz, 
Amanda Yeager, Jerry Zins Sr. and Renata Zozaya Losa. (Names are 
refreshed monthly.) 
Remember Our Dead 
Prayers for family and friends of those who have died recently: 
Ben Cardella, RIP 
Alice Carrillo, RIP 
Isabella DeSanto, RIP 
Dorothy Johnson, RIP 
Joseph O’Connor, RIP 
May they enjoy peace in their life with Christ Jesus.  
Funerals 
   • Mary P. Zeppeiro ~ January 27, 10:00 am 
   • Douglas D. Zeppeiro ~ January 27, 10:00 am 
   • Joseph O’Connor ~ January 31, 10:00 am 
   • Isabella DeSanto - February 2, 11:00 am 
   • Neil J. Blaney Jr. ~ March 2, 10:00 am 
   • Mark Vanvakaris ~ March 16, 10:00 am 
For more information, visit www.padreserra.org/funerals

Prayer Life

Reflection questions for every gathering around any table 
Mark 1:21-28 ~ Jesus has power over evil. 
Today’s gospel reveals Jesus to be the true prophet, the one who not 
only brings the word of God but also the Word of God. Jesus was 
able to free the man from the unclean spirit within him. What do you 
hope Jesus will free you from? What are the evils in today’s world 
that you pray God will free us from?

Faith Sharing Question

Giving
Together In Mission ‘Shine His Light’ Update! 
Thank you for your generous support of Together in Mission. To 
date, Padre Serra Parish has donations totaling $77,008, which will 
ease the burden of less fortunate parishes and schools in the 
Archdiocese. 
 
“It is not enough to say we are Christians. We must live the faith not 
only with words but with our actions.”  – Pope Francis

Volunteer
Bereavement Ministry News 
Are you a good listener, compassionate, and genuinely concerned 
about others, especially those who are grieving the death of a loved 
one? Our bereavement ministry may be the place to use your God-
given talents. Our parish is committed to accompanying the grieving 
spouse, adult child, parent, or relative during the first year following 
their loved one’s death.  Training and ongoing support are provided 
for the bereavement minister. To learn more, contact Marylee 
mlhrabovsky@verizon.net. Visit www.padreserra.org/bereavement

Safeguard the Children
Engage with your adolescents and provide healthy guidance 
During adolescence, young people require more parental 
engagement — rather than less. This is a time when they begin to 
experience the many facets of their personality and test their parents 
and themselves. During this time, adolescents will try to do what is 
forbidden because it can be exciting to break the rules. Though our 
adolescents may push us away or disregard our rules and 
suggestions, they need our guidance — during this time more than 
ever. For more information, read the VIRTUS® article “Be aware of 
your adolescent’s peers and activities” at https://lacatholics.org/wp-
content/uploads/2023/12/Jan-6-7-Good-peers.pdf

Becoming Catholic
The Journey That We All Share 
Anyone who asks about our faith can start the process of becoming a 
Catholic at any time. No one size fits all; every seeker is unique in 
their search for grace. For adults who want to complete their 
sacraments with Confirmation, contact 
confirmation@padreserra.org. For adults who seek the sacraments of 
Baptism, Confirmation, and Holy Eucharist, contact 
adultinitiation@padreserra.org. For children aged 6 and older who 
have yet to be baptized, contact childreninitiation@padreserra.org. 
For more info, visit www.padreserra.org/becoming-catholic

Other Notes
Gluten-Free 
If you are having problems with gluten that affect your ability to 
receive the Body of Christ in Communion, contact Sr. Lana,  
(805) 482·6417 x325 or srlana@padreserra.org and give her your 
name and the Mass you usually attend. 
 
Name Badge 
God knows you by name; so let’s get to know one another by name. 
We build family and relationships when we get to know others, 
starting with our name. Wear your work, or any name badge, to 
church. To order a Padre Serra name badge, email 
srlana@padreserra.org or call or stop by the parish office. They are 
$10. 
 
Locking Cars 
Our parking lot is not immune to theft, so please be sure always to 
lock the doors.
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CSDK BUSINESS SOLUTIONS
Catherine Jose
Insurance | Life, Annuity and Investment | Small Group 
Families | Individuals | Social Media Management Services

Cathy@csdkbusinesssolutions.com
820.203.4383 | 747.389.4177  CA DOI LIC # 428224

California

CatholicMatch.com/CA

Mary Gregoryk | Dan McAllister
www.YourBestEdge.com

Transparency & Innovation in Real Estate Sales

clientcare@yourbestedge.com
805-329-5330

	 Found It Homes, Inc.	 Parishioner
Unique Process; Extraordinary Results

DRE #01863865 DRE #01386066

333 N Lantana St. Ste 134 • Camarillo, CA 93010

MEMOIR GHOSTWRITER FOR HIRE
Your Life Story - Your Legacy - It's Time

	� Personal & Family Stories
	� Spiritual Stories
	� Business Stories
	� Publishing Support

Bryan Basamanowicz
805-901-4566
www.bryanbwriting.com

Tracy & Carolina Guillen

(805) 482-3209
	 www.esquirepm.com
	 carolina@esquirepm.com

DRE# 01845754

Kathleen MacAller
Telling & MacAller Insurance Services

Group • Individual • Medicare
kathleen@tellmacinsurance.com

(805) 371-6276
5301-C. Mission Oaks Blvd., Camarillo, CA 93012

Parishioner in music, ministry since 1999

250,000 HAPPY PATIENTS250,000 HAPPY PATIENTS

Michael T. Ragen, M.D.
Advanced Cataract & Eyelid Surgery

3801 Las Posas Rd.,  Ste. # 112, Camarillo, CA 93010
(805) 388-1211



IVYLAWNFUNERALHOME.COM

Ivy Lawn Memorial Park & Funeral Home
Ventura County's Only Historical District Cemetery

We are at your service!
Dignified, Funeral Services, Burials, & Cremations

805.642.1111
FD2156

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com              Padre Serra Church, Camarillo, CA              A 4C 05-4061

1203 Flynn Rd. Suite 270, Camarillo, CA 93012
Each RE/MAX Office is independently owned & operated.  

Al Limón, Broker
805-901-3640
DRE#00918596 
teamallimon@gmail.com

Bianca Carrera, Realtor®

805-797-1870
DRE#02022644

teamallimon.com

We help you with your real estate needs.

        

805-484-2705
4043 Mission Oaks Blvd., Camarillo
camarillochildrensdentalgroup.com

Creating bright smiles

Home Care for Independent Living
• Live In Home Care • Flexible Hourly Care

• 24 Hour Care • Dementia Care
• Assistance With Mobility • Companionship

• Personal Assistance • Errands
• Shopping • Meal Preparation

Dan Nathanson 
Owner

homehelpershomecare.com/thousandoaks • 805.777.8111
RATED #1 IN SENIOR CARE & BEST OF THE BEST FOR 5 STRAIGHT YEARS BY ENTREPRENEUR MAGAZINE | BONDED & INSURED, CA LIC#564700071

$100 OFF
First Month’s

Invoice
Must mention this ad. First time

clients only. Cannot be combined
with any other offers.

20% OFF
First Week of

Services
Must mention this ad. First time

clients only. Cannot be combined
with any other offers.

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here and Support Our Parish!

 
CONTACT ME Tara Holley

 
tholley@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x2134

Where LA Catholics Go to Stay Connected.

Subscribe today for just $30.00 $19.95
Two easy ways to order:   AngelusNews.com/Bulletin  |  844-245-6630 

INCOME TAX PREPARATION
ENROLLED AGENT

Admitted To Practice Before The IRS

Tough Tax Problems & Past Due Returns
Collection Representation

Offers In Compromise & Payment Agreements
Income Tax Preparation - All States

Complete Year Round Services
Warning! “Uncle Sam Wants YOU...To Sweat!”
IRS Agents Are On The Loose And Looking For

Folks Who Haven’t Filed Their Taxes Yet...Just Like You!
RUSS MERRICK, EA • 805-482-1850

FAX: (805) 987-3009 • 340 Rosewood, Ste. H, Camarillo, CA 93010
Russ@RussMerrick.com • http://www.RussMerrick.com
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