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Matthew 8:8 
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Keeping things in their proper perspective 
 
Dear Parish Family, 
 
In today's Gospel, the religious leaders of the time plotted to entrap Jesus in his speech. They thought they 
would trick him into saying something unlawful against the Romans or against the strict Jewish laws by 
questioning him about the payment of taxes. At the time, Herodians, Jews who collaborated with the 
Romans, favored the payment of taxes, while the Pharisees taught scrupulous observance of the Mosaic Law 
and opposed Roman occupation. They wanted Jesus to side with one of them and at the same time expose 
him to the breaking of either the Roman laws or the Jewish religious laws.   
 
In a single question, his opponents asked him to 
choose between the ideal of a religious life separate 
from the dominant culture or a life so fully immersed 
in that culture that religious practice and identity are 
lost. I want to rephrase this question to something that 
perhaps you or I could be asked today. 
 
Are you Catholic first and American second or 
American first and Catholic second? 
 
How would you respond to this question? Do we 
follow the laws of the land, or do we only follow the 
laws of our faith? Can we do both? 
 
Jesus did not fall for their tricks. His response is perfect: “Give to Caesar what is Caesar’s and to God what 
is God’s.” Jesus reminds us of the importance of keeping things in their proper perspective. Do we attach 
ourselves to worldly things at the expense of the love and honor that we owe to God? We are part of this 
country with many just laws that align very well with our religious beliefs. Yet others, though on the surface 
seem ideal and extremely popular for the greater society, are unjust and destroy human dignity. 
 
As participants of society we have a responsibility to actively participate in the common good, a moral and 
ethical act that affirms the dignity of each and every human person. To the best of our ability, we should live 
a life of a “good participating public citizen” without compromising our faith 
and our souls. In other words, let us look to do good, and live out our faith in 
every facet of our lives, at work, school and homes. It is possible to do both.  
 
Blessings, 

 
 
 

Tere Delgado 
Faith Formation Minister
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Age 3 to Grade 8. 
 
Cherubs Music Program ~ We are back! 
For kids in Preschool through Grade 2. Did you know that the most 
critical age for a child’s music development is from birth to age 9? 
Preregistration is required. Please email Lisa at 
cherubs@padreserra.org for more information. Visit 
www.padreserra.org/cherubs 
 
Children’s & Middle School Choir ~ Registration is open! 
All children grades 3 to 8 are invited! No experience is necessary. 
Weekly rehearsals, every Wednesday, 5:00 pm. For more info, visit 
www.padreserra.org/cmsc 
 
Stay and Play ~ October 22, 29 
Ms. Soraya and helpers will lovingly care for your 
little one (12 - 36 months) while you attend Mass. 
Stop by to see all the toys and fun. You are welcome 
to stay to be sure your toddler is settled. No-cost 
service. Sundays during the 9:00 am and 11:00 am 
Masses. Gather in Carmel rooms.  
 
Little Church ~ October 22, 29 
Age 3 through Kindergarten. Sunday preschool during the 9:00 am 
and 11:00 am Mass. Children learn so much! From the Sign of the 
Cross to the Bible stories, songs, and more. It’s super fun to make 
friends and be at Church on Sundays! Registrations for the new 
program year are now open; visit www.padreserra.org/registration. 
For more information, contact soraya@padreserra.org 
 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word ~ Offered during 11:00 am Mass 
Grades 1 - 5. Children are invited to listen to the readings and 
Gospel, read and explained at their level. No pre-registration is 
required. Leaders Needed! No Experience is Necessary; for more 
information, contact tere@padreserra.org 
 
Spark! ~ October 27 
Grades 1 - 5. This week’s curriculum event and family participation 
is Trunk or Treat on Friday, October 27. Please drop off your candy 
donations in the parish office this week. Can food donations are to be 
dropped off at the event. For more information, contact 
jennifer@padreserra.org or christine@padreserra.org 

Everyone from 14 to 18 is welcome! 
 
4:12 ~ Everyone 14 to 18 is welcome! 
Youth group gatherings return! Join Brett and peer leaders for fun 
and fellowship on Wednesdays from 7:30 - 9:00 pm in San Juan 
Capistrano rooms. Follow us on Instagram @pspyouth for more 
information, or contact brett@padreserra.org 
 
Confirmation Y1 ~ October 22 
We will gather for liturgy at 11:00 am, followed by lunch in the San 
Juan Capistrano rooms, and conclude with our sessions in the Serra 
Center. For more information, contact youth@padreserra.org 
 
Confirmation Y2 ~ Weekly Ministry has begun! 
If you have not yet gotten started or have any questions regarding 
sessions, please get in touch with youth@padreserra.org or 
tere@padreserra.org

High School

Children

Bible Faith Share ~ October 23, 30 
In-person faith-sharing group using Sunday’s scriptures, Mondays 
8:45 - 9:45 am, San Juan Capistrano room. Sherry Reynolds 
sherryr2256@gmail.com. Visit www.padreserra.org/faith-sharing 
 
Caregivers Support Group ~ October 24 
Caregiving often calls us to lean into love we didn’t know possible 
(Tia Walker). It can also be tiresome and lonely. Don’t do it alone. 
Our Caritas group supports those caring for an aging parent, spouse, 
or relative. Fourth Tuesday, 7:00 pm, San Fernando room. Contact 
Patricia at sentclan@gmail.com. Visit www.padreserra.org/caritas 
 
Illuman ~ October 25 
Founded in 2012 by the Franciscan mystic and teacher Richard Rohr, 
Illuman exists to help men do their inner, spiritual work to become 
healthier and more authentic human beings. Our chapter offers 
opportunities for personal growth and spiritual transformation, a 
liberating environment, support and brotherhood, and contemplative 
spirituality. Last Wednesday, 7:00 pm, San Miguel room. Dave 
dave.mccormick.mba@gmail.com. Visit www.padreserra.org/men 
 
What is Al-Anon? ~ October 30 
The effects of alcoholism reach beyond just the drinker. Parents, 
spouses, children, and friends are impacted. Al-Anon has but one 
purpose: to help families of alcoholics. In group sessions, loved ones 
of alcoholics share their experience, strength, and hope and focus on 
changing attitudes that can aid recovery. Linda Leo will share more 
about Al-Anon in general, including meeting formats and the Twelve 
Steps. 7:00 pm, San Fernando room. Questions/RSVP: 
teresa@padreserra.org

Adults

Families
Trunk or Treat! ~ October 27 
All children participating must have wristbands! 
Wristbands $7.00 each & 5 canned food items per 
family. Kids can bring their grown-ups for free. 
Wristbands are available in the parish office Monday 
to Thursday evenings, 5:00 - 7:00 pm; Sundays, 8:00 
am - 1:00 pm. Candy donations are appreciated!  Sign up at 
www.padreserra.org/trunk-or-treat

Three-Sixteen ~ October 27 
Middle school ministry ~ Grades 6, 7, and 8. This week’s curriculum 
event and family participation is Trunk or Treat on Friday, October 
27. Please drop off your candy donations in the parish office this 
week. Can food donations are to be dropped off at the event. For 
more information, please get in touch with tere@padreserra.org
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Pray for Our Sick 
Mary Ahearn, Blanca Alegría de Rivera, Hector Alvarado, Calvin 
Apodaca, Clinton Baker Jr., Joanne M. Blayney, Mary Rose Boral, 
Joaquin Cardonez, Michelle Cervantes, Tere Delgado, Ben Fisco, 
Rita Fonseca, Joanie Forte, Tim Graf, Jasna Haller, Don Horcher, 
Barbara Humphreys, Joyette Jagolino, Kate Johnson, Max Lippel, 
Maria Maldonado, Dave McDonnell, Bob McNally, Amy Moeller, 
Mary Mullen, Binh Ninh, Maria Luisa Orelan, Angela Ortiz, David 
Padberg, Jeanne Padre, Brixton Pena, Dave Proett, Edward Quila, 
Ritchelle Ramirez, Steve Ridley, Mike Robles, Dorothy Simmons, 
Kimberly Valentine, Terri Vosper and Rita Wronkiewicz. (Names are 
refreshed monthly.) 
 
Remember Our Dead 
Prayers for family and friends of those who have died recently: 
Enrique Ogbac, RIP 
May he enjoy peace in his life with Christ Jesus. 

Prayer Life

Reflection questions for every gathering around any table 
Matthew 22:15-21 ~ Keep your priorities clear 
Today’s gospel makes a distinction between the political and the 
spiritual realms, implying that we have duties to both. While we are 
not called to withdraw from secular life completely, our involvement 
can and should be in partnership with God so we can make the 
kingdom of heaven present here on earth. What runs the risk of 
becoming an idol in your life — money, politics, material goods, 
power, social media? Where do you spend your time, talent, and 
treasure? Does this spending align with what you claim to value?

Faith Sharing Question

Funerals
   • Nance Marshall ~ October 27, 10:00 am 
   • Mary Castillo ~ November 4, 10:00 am 
   • Christine Kennedy ~ November 7, 10:00 am 
   • Patricia Andrus ~ November 10, 11:00 am 
   • Edward Mora ~ November 18, 10:00 am 
For more information, visit www.padreserra.org/funerals In the Community

El Dia De Los Muertos ~ November 4 
Widely celebrated in Mexico, El Dia De Los Muertos, the Day of the 
Dead, is an opportunity for family and friends to gather in joyous 
celebration and remembrance of their deceased loved ones. Santa 
Clara Cemetery in Oxnard will host a celebration from 10:30 am - 
5:00 pm that includes Mass, music, activities for kids, and dancing. 
Details: www.catholiccm.org/diadelosmuertos  
 
Feast of Faiths ~ November 5 
An interfaith dinner to discover diverse traditions and beliefs, 
fostering unity in dialogue and understanding among religious 
communities. Immerse yourself in the rich tapestry of cultures as you 
indulge in halal cuisine prepared by a Persian chef (or vegetarian 
alternative). Engage in enlightening conversations and learn about 
different religious practices, customs, and traditions. 4:00 pm, 1201 
Paseo Camarillo. Info/tickets: www.vcic.info/feast-of-faiths-5

Giving
World Mission 2023 
This year’s World Mission Day theme is “Hearts on fire, feet on the 
move.” Just like the disciples who met Jesus on the road to Emmaus 
immediately went to tell others about their encounter with him, Pope 
Francis said, “Our proclamation will be a joyful telling of Christ the 
Lord, his life, his passion, his death and resurrection, and the 
wonders that his love has accomplished in our lives.” This mission 
has always been the hallmark of the Church, for “she exists to 
evangelize” (SAINT PAUL VI, Evangelii Nuntiandi, 14). May God 
bless you for your compassionate missionary spirit! For questions, 
please contact pam@padreserra.org. Visit 
www.padreserra.org/world-mission 
 
Stewardship Means Sharing 
Give God the first serving, the first portion of our gifts. Giving is not 
based on the church’s need for money, but on our need to give back 
to God as a way to say ‘thank you.’

   •Laughter is the Best Medicine ~ November 15 
     Visit www.padreserra.org/seniors 
   •Mass of Remembrance ~ November 18 
     Visit www.padreserra.org/remembrance

Save the Date

Travel with Fr. Patrick ~ September 25 to October 31 
Please join in sending blessings to Fr. Patrick on his pilgrimage in 
Italy, from Lucca to Rome. Send your written prayers for him to 
carry and pray for you along the way. May our hearts be touched and 
our faith ignited through Fr. Patrick’s reflections. May his travels be 
safe, his boots be comfy, and his heart be open to the adventures and 
insights God has in store. Follow his journey and see his daily 
pilgrimage updates at pilgrimheart.org/rome

Other Notes

Various Paths to Becoming Catholic 
The process of becoming a Catholic is not one-size-fits-all. It always 
considers each person’s unique background, circumstances, and 
needs. Have you been thinking about investigating becoming 
Catholic but have not yet taken the step to email or call the parish? 
Now is the time to meet Mary to explore the possibilities and create 
a plan for you. Or perhaps you want to learn more about your 
spouse's faith. It’s OK to “test the waters” by attending an Inquiry 
meeting or two to see what it’s like. We meet every other Tuesday 
evening in a relaxed setting where you can ask all your questions 
without judgment or pressure to join the Church. Call or email Mary 
Huebner today for more information: (805) 482·6417 x321 or 
becomingcatholic@padreserra.org. Visit 
www.padreserra.org/becoming-catholic

Becoming Catholic
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