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St. Phoebe: A Model of Discipleship 
 

I commend to you Phoebe our sister, who is [also] a minister of the church at Cenchreae, that you may  
receive her in the Lord in a manner worthy of the holy ones, and help her in whatever she may need from you, 

for she has been a benefactor to many and to me as well. – Romans 16:1-2 
 
Dear friends on the journey, 
 
Today, we celebrate the feast of St. Phoebe, a great example of faith and service and a model of discipleship. She 
was the diakonos (minister) entrusted by St. Paul to deliver his letter to the Roman Christian community. Not much 
is known about her from this single biblical mention but it is clear God called and sent Phoebe. With tremendous 
courage, she answered God’s call to minister with charity to the growing first century Christian community. 
Having earned Paul’s respect and trust for her ministry and hospitality in Cenchreae, Phoebe was sent with the 
good news to Rome. 

 
Through our baptism, we too are called and sent. At our baptism, we not only became 
members of the Body of Christ, we became sisters and brothers in a spiritual family, a 
community of believers on our pilgrimage to God. In this family, we celebrate the joys and 
support each other in sorrow. We learn together and from each other. We worship in unity and 
serve the greater community together. 
 
Like Phoebe was sent with the good news, our baptism calls and sends us out to be Jesus for 
the world around us — in our homes, schools, workplaces, and neighborhoods. We are 
laborers in God’s vineyard, teachers and proclaimers of the gospel in word and deed, and 
ministers for justice, peace and the common good.  
 

Now is a good time to examine how you are living out your baptismal call and discipleship. Consider St. Phoebe as 
a companion in your reflection. Are you feeling confident or struggling in a particular area? Are you yearning for a 
deeper relationship with Jesus? Are you needing nourishment and inspiration? Are you hungering for more 
knowledge and understanding? Are you feeling called to service and action? Are you in need of more fellowship? 
Are you desiring to take a step further in your spiritual life? 
 
If you’re ready to take the next step in discernment or action, I invite you to our Ministry Fair the next three 
Sundays, September 10, 17 and 24. After Mass, get your coffee and donut and visit the leaders and volunteers who 
will share about our ministries for children, teens and adults — basically everyone 
from 12 months to 112 years — and everything available for your prayer life, 
spiritual growth, faith formation, and ministries for worship, outreach and social 
concerns, community building and fellowship. Come find ways to encounter Jesus 
and be his disciple. 
 
Siempre Adelante, 

 
 
 

Teresa Runyon 
Pastoral Associate
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Age 3 to Grade 8  
Cherubs Music Program ~ Returning September 9! 
For kids in Preschool through Grade 2. Saturdays, three years to K, 
9:30 am; K to Grade 2, 10:30 am; Carmel room. Please email Lisa at 
cherubs@padreserra.org for more information. Visit 
www.padreserra.org/cherubs  
Live a Life of Faith, Understanding, and Love... 
Children Faith Formation Registration for the 23/24 
program is open! Register your child today! Visit 
www.padreserra.org/registration  
Little Church ~ September 3, 10, 24 
Age 3 through Kindergarten. Sunday preschool during the 9:00 am 
and 11:00 am Mass. Children learn so much! From the Sign of the 
Cross to the Bible stories, songs, and more. It’s super fun to make 
friends and be at Church on Sundays! Registrations for the new 
program year are now open; visit www.padreserra.org/registration. 
For more information, contact soraya@padreserra.org 
Save the Date: Open House - Parent orientation meeting September 
10 at 10:00 am in Carmel rooms.  
Children’s Liturgy of the Word ~ Returns October 1, during 
11:00 am Mass 
Grades 1 - 5. Leaders needed! Consider joining this beautiful 
ministry. No experience necessary! Contact tere@padreserra.org for 
more information.  
Spark! ~ At Home 
Grades 1 - 5. Jesus told the disciples that he was going to suffer and 
die. Peter did not take this news well. Jesus tells Peter that he is not 
thinking like God. Jesus teaches us an important lesson. He tells us 
that we must trust God and think of others before ourselves, just as 
Jesus did when he died for our sins. He loves us so much that he 
suffered and died for us. When we think of others before ourselves, 
we are serving God. What are some ways we can think about the 
needs of others and be helpful at home and school? Parent 
Orientation Meeting September 11 and 12 at 6:30 pm in the 
Serra Center.  
Three-Sixteen ~ At Home 
Middle school ministry ~ Grades 6, 7, and 8. In this Sunday’s 
Gospel, Jesus challenges Peter to think, but to do so in a very 
unusual way, not as humans think, but as God thinks. Peter believes 
that Jesus should not go to Jerusalem and face the danger of death, 
yet Jesus is called to go to Jerusalem to give his life for others. We 
are born to think of our own needs. God calls us to think not about 
ourselves but about others. This is a different way of thinking as God 
thinks. Parent Orientation Meeting September 11 and 12 at 6:30 
pm in the Serra Center.

Everyone from 14 to 18 is welcome!  
4:12 
Join Brett and peer leaders for summer youth activities or to hang out 
in the youth lounge. Follow us on Instagram @pspyouth for more 
information, or contact brett@padreserra.org 

High School

Children

Living Liturgy Bible Study ~ September 5, 12, 19, 26 
Tuesdays with Paul Ford return! Dr. Ford leads a weekly study of the 
upcoming Sunday readings, which helps us better understand 
scripture, the Gospel message, and how it applies to our lives. 
Resource books are available for purchase, or bring your Bible or 
smart device. 8:30 - 9:30 am, Serra Center. Paul Ford 
paulfford@stjohnsem.edu 
 
Divorce Support Group ~ September 5, 19 
Our healing from divorce support group offers a welcoming 
environment for people dealing with divorce, whether in the earliest 
stages of grief, the initial stages of coping with severe changes, or 
through the worst of it and now looking to move forward, grow, and 
serve. 7:00 - 8:30 pm, Zoom. Cynthia cjonescampbell@yahoo.com. 
Visit www.padreserra.org/divorce  
 
Seniors Adapted Exercise ~ September 6, 13, 20, 27 
All seniors are invited to a weekly adaptive exercise class.  
Wednesdays, 8:45 - 9:30 am, Santa Barbara room.  
Marg (805) 405·9901. Visit www.padreserra.org/seniors 
 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help ~ September 6, 13, 20, 27 
Join us for prayer and devotion to our Mother Mary on Wednesdays 
at 7:00 pm in the church. Potluck social to follow on September 6. 
Madel omphnovenapsp@gmail.com. Visit 
www.padreserra.org/prayer 
 
Knitting & Crocheting ~ September 7, 14, 21, 28 
A fellowship and service ministry where all skill levels of knitting 
and crocheting are welcome; if you don’t know how, we would love 
to teach you. Thursdays 10:00 am - 12:00 pm, Carmel rooms. To see 
our projects from this past year, visit www.padreserra.org/knit. 
Donna healthysneaker7@gmail.com 
 
Bereavement Support Groups ~ September 7, 21 
Grief can be overwhelming and difficult to understand and navigate, 
but you don’t have to do it alone. Our bereavement support groups 
offer mutual support to those who have lost a loved one through 
death. Morning session at 10:00 and afternoon session at 2:00. San 
Fernando room. Betty Bright Martinez (805) 407·3000, 
bettybright41@gmail.com, visit www.padreserra.org/bereavement 
 
Catholics in Conversation begins October 5 
A four week conversation unpacking Dr. Phyllis Zagano’s book Just 
Church: Catholic Social Teaching, Synodality and Women. 
Thursdays, October 5, 12, 19, 26 at 7:00 pm. Questions/register: 
Anne Hansen ahansen@ignatianswest.org, Teresa Runyon 
teresa@padreserra.org or visit us in the courtyard September 2 - 3. 

Adults

Confirmation ~  Youth Ministry kicks off Sunday, September 24.  
All Confirmation Y1 and Y2 teens are invited. Confirmation Y1 - 
Weekly Sessions begin on October 1. Confirmation Y2- Weekly 
Ministry returns September 24. Please contact brett@padreserra.org 
or tere@padreserra.org with any questions regarding your weekly 
ministry. Parent Orientation Meeting September 11 and 12 at 
6:30 pm in the Serra Center.

https://www.instagram.com/pspyouth/
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Pray for Our Sick 
Don Absey, Julieann Adriano, Ronaldo Adriano, Patrick Bair, 
Clinton Baker Jr., Joanne A. Blaney, Mary Rose Boral, Ryan 
Carrigan, Cheryl Cohn, Stephanie Cruz, Shari Edie, Mike Eliason, 
Ben Fisco, Mary Margaret Freese, Tim Graf, Matthew Greenlee, 
Jasna Haller, Don Horcher, Barbara Humphreys, Joyette Jagolino, 
Kate Johnson, Jane Joubert, Rowan Lepore, Maria Maldonado, Dave 
McDonnell, Bob McNally, Leticia Melendez, Carole Mingay, 
Donald Mingay, Mary Mullen, Binh Ninh, Maria Luisa Orelan, 
Daniel Orr, Angela Ortiz, David Padberg, Brixton Pena, Dave Proett, 
Edward Quila, Ritchelle Ramirez, Renee Ramonette, Michael 
Robles, Bill Rumble, Dominick Savo, Dorothy Simmons, Fr. 
Stephen Szeman, Martha May Velasquez, Rita Wronkiewicz and 
Jerry Zins Sr. (Names are refreshed monthly.)  
Remember Our Dead 
Prayers for family and friends of those who have died recently: 
Patricia Andrus, RIP 
Marsha Caravaggio, RIP 
Josephine Eberts, RIP 
David Legerski, RIP 
Ronald Lehman, RIP 
Phyllis Rittenberg, RIP 
Gillian Schaefer, RIP 
Irene Weber, RIP 
May they enjoy peace in their life with Christ Jesus. 

Prayer Life

Reflection questions for every gathering around any table 
Matthew 16:21-27 ~ Take up your cross 
The cross is a way that leads to true life. In order to follow Jesus, we 
have to do hard things, to carry our crosses. What is a cross that you 
are carrying right now? In what ways can you ask Jesus to help you 
with your cross?

Faith Sharing Question

Other Notes

Catholic Inquiry’s Summer Gathering Dates ~ September 19 
Have you considered becoming Catholic? Summer is a good time to 
begin! During the summer, Inquiry continues to meet but only twice 
a month; we watch DVDs on various Catholic themes, followed by a 
discussion in a relaxed atmosphere, or we enjoy guest speakers or 
field trips! In October, we will resume our weekly meetings. Join us! 
For information on the process of becoming Catholic, or if you are a 
Catholic adult already baptized and want to receive First 
Communion and Confirmation, please get in touch with Mary 
Huebner at (805) 482·6417 x321 or 
becomingcatholic@padreserra.org. Visit 
www.padreserra.org/becoming-catholic

Becoming Catholic

Funerals
   • Steven Walker ~ September 8, 11:00 am  
   • Rochelle Hithe ~ September 14, 11:00 am 
   • Therese (Tish) Hearne ~ September 16, 10:00 am 
   • Marie-Ruth Willcox ~ September 16, 11:00 am 
   • David Legerski ~ September 23, 10:00 am 
   • Susan Craddock ~ September 30, 10:00 am 
For more information, visit www.padreserra.org/funerals 

Giving

Office Closed ~ September 4 
The parish office will be closed on Monday in observance of Labor 
Day. We will be here on Saturday and Sunday as usual! Have a safe 
and happy holiday!  
Phishing Alert 
Scammers posing as Fr. Patrick are sending fraudulent emails and 
texts. Do not become a victim. Please forward any questionable 
emails/text screenshots claiming to be from Fr. Patrick to 
gaby@padreserra.org. Visit www.padreserra.org/news/scams

Adults
Chronic Pain Support Group ~ September 11 
Living (or suffering) with chronic pain is a challenge that can strain 
both spirits and relationships, but that journey can be lightened by 
those who understand. Join us as we share our stories, resources, and 
other life tips. We offer one another comfort, hope, and support, 
journeying toward God’s loving peace. Meets the second Monday, 
10:30 am. Marcia mjgalles@gmail.com or Dave 
dave.mccormick.mba@gmail.com. Visit 
www.padreserra.org/chronic-pain

In the Community
That Man Is You ~ Begins September 16 
St. Mary Magdalen invites all men who are looking to deepen their 
relationship with God, be better husbands and fathers, and build 
friendships with other like-minded men to join That Man is You. 
Gather for breakfast, presentation, and discussion on Saturdays at 
6:30 am in SMM hall. Contact: (805) 272·0010, 
www.TMIYCamarillo.com  
Viva! Havana! ~ September 23 
Enjoy a night in old Havana and support the good work of Life 
Centers of Ventura County who care for women with unplanned 
pregnancies by providing testing, ultrasounds, counseling, and other 
services. The gala begins at 5:00 pm at the Commemorative Air 
Force Museum and includes dinner, drinks, entertainment, auctions, 
and more. Sponsorships available. $125/person. Details: 
www.vclifecenters.com/events

Fiscal Snapshot (July 2023)

$100,000 $200,000

YTD ESTIMATED INCOME

YTD ACTUAL INCOME

YTD ESTIMATED EXPENSE

YTD ACTUAL EXPENSE

$0

https://www.padreserra.org/chronic-pain.html
https://www.padreserra.org/becoming-catholic.html
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/090323.cfm
https://admin.paradisusdei.org/location_details/st-mary-magdalen-church
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CSDK BUSINESS SOLUTIONS
Catherine Jose
Insurance | Life, Annuity and Investment | Small Group 
Families | Individuals | Social Media Management Services

Cathy@csdkbusinesssolutions.com
820.203.4383 | 747.389.4177  CA DOI LIC # 428224

OFFSHORE HOUSECLEANING
General cleaning • Deep cleaning • Organizing
Office cleaning • Rental cleaning • and MORE!

805-775-5508

California

CatholicMatch.com/CA

Mary Gregoryk | Dan McAllister
www.YourBestEdge.com

Transparency & Innovation in Real Estate Sales

clientcare@yourbestedge.com
805-329-5330

	 Found It Homes, Inc.	 Parishioner
Unique Process; Extraordinary Results

DRE #01863865 DRE #01386066

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here and Support Our Parish!

 
CONTACT ME Tara Holley

 
tholley@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x2134

MEMOIR GHOSTWRITER FOR HIRE
Your Life Story - Your Legacy - It's Time

	� Personal & Family Stories
	� Spiritual Stories
	� Business Stories
	� Publishing Support

Bryan Basamanowicz
805-901-4566
www.bryanbwriting.com

VENTURA EYE INSTITUTE
250,000 HAPPY PATIENTS250,000 HAPPY PATIENTS

Michael T. Ragen, M.D.
Advanced Cataract & Eyelid Surgery

3801 Las Posas Rd.,  Ste. # 112, Camarillo, CA 93010
(805) 388-1211

333 N Lantana St. Ste 134 • Camarillo, CA 93010



IVYLAWNFUNERALHOME.COM

Ivy Lawn Memorial Park & Funeral Home
Ventura County's Only Historical District Cemetery

We are at your service!
Dignified, Funeral Services, Burials, & Cremations

805.642.1111
FD2156
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1203 Flynn Rd. Suite 270, Camarillo, CA 93012
Each RE/MAX Office is independently owned & operated.  

Al Limón, Broker
805-901-3640
DRE#00918596 
teamallimon@gmail.com

Bianca Carrera, Realtor®

805-797-1870
DRE#02022644

teamallimon.com

We help you with your real estate needs.

www.prestopasta.com  Parishioners

	 Camarillo	 Ventura	 Simi Valley	 Newbury Park
	 805.445.7737	 805.658.2898	 805.624.7756	 805.498.7737
	 1701 Daily Dr.	 5722 Telephone Rd.	 1860 Erringer Rd.	 1025 Broadbeck Rd.

Locally, Family Owned And Operated

Dine In • Take Out
Catering

Fundraising

805-484-2705
4043 Mission Oaks Blvd., Camarillo
camarillochildrensdentalgroup.com

Creating bright smiles

Home Care for Independent Living
• Live In Home Care • Flexible Hourly Care

• 24 Hour Care • Dementia Care
• Assistance With Mobility • Companionship

• Personal Assistance • Errands
• Shopping • Meal Preparation

Dan Nathanson 
Owner

homehelpershomecare.com/thousandoaks • 805.777.8111
RATED #1 IN SENIOR CARE & BEST OF THE BEST FOR 5 STRAIGHT YEARS BY ENTREPRENEUR MAGAZINE | BONDED & INSURED, CA LIC#564700071

$100 OFF
First Month’s

Invoice
Must mention this ad. First time

clients only. Cannot be combined
with any other offers.

20% OFF
First Week of

Services
Must mention this ad. First time

clients only. Cannot be combined
with any other offers.
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