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Seeking the Kingdom of God 
 
Today’s Gospel tells us about the immeasurable value of the 
Kingdom of Heaven, which is always present and mysteriously 
hidden. In both examples of the parable, the person finds the 
treasure and recognizes its value, filled with immense joy and 
giving up their previous possessions (treasures) in order to 
acquire it. 
 
As I meditated over the Gospel it made me think about an 
experience one of our Summer Camp children shared with his 
mother and me. One of our camp activities is a scavenger hunt; the kids have some clues to solve and go 
around our parish campus and find the treasures (toys). As this camper, who is new to our parish, was on 
his quest, he noticed the palm trees of the Prayer Garden; he thought how beautiful and wanted a closer 
look. As he walked into the garden he said he received the best welcome from “the myth, the man, the 
legend ... Jesus himself!” He said he was suddenly filled with joy and so much peace. He shared how he 
felt Jesus was telling him, “Welcome home, you belong here.” This was extremely impactful for him as 
he has been struggling with certain issues and felt that he was attending summer camp by “accident.” 
His joining summer camp was a very last-minute change of the family’s plans, and being new he was 
not sure if “he belonged.” In this scavenger hunt he found the real treasure — he had an encounter with 
our Lord. 
 
Friends, we too are seekers, looking for the perfect treasure. Is it the perfect job, life companion, money, 
happiness, etc.? All these things that we hold with so much value and importance, may only give us 
temporary happiness, but our Lord’s gift of the Kingdom of Heaven, will give us true everlasting joy 
and peace. This gift is free for us to take; he has already paid the price. When we are open to having a 
true encounter with the living God! How will you know if you have had this encounter with our Lord? 
Well there isn’t a “one-size-fits-all” experience. What I can tell you is, we will forever be changed; we 
will know it in our souls, in our minds and in every part of our being. When we come to Mass and see 
Jesus waiting for us in the Eucharist, do we understand and see its true value? It is now our turn to seek 
the Kingdom of Heaven. Are we willing to change our ways, give up everything in order to attain it? 
 
Please pray for me as I continue to pray for you all that we may continue 
to have strength in the journey, and not miss the opportunities to have true 
encounters with our Lord. May we obtain the Kingdom of Heaven. 
 
Siempre Adelante,  

 
 
 

Tere Delgado 
Faith Formation Minister 
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Age 3 to Grade 8 
 
Cherubs Music Program ~ Returning September 9! 
For kids in Preschool through Grade 2. Saturdays, 3 years to K, 9:30 
am; K to Grade 2, 10:30 am; Carmel room. Please email Lisa at 
cherubs@padreserra.org for more information. Visit 
www.padreserra.org/cherubs 
 
Live a Life of Faith, Understanding, and Love... 
Children Faith Formation Registration for the 23/24 
program is open! Register your child today! Parent 
Meetings: Little Church, Sunday, September 10, 
10:15 am, Carmel rooms; Faith Formation Grade 1 
through High School, Monday, September 11, and Tuesday, 
September 12, 6:30 pm, Serra Center. Visit 
www.padreserra.org/registration 
 
Little Church ~ On Summer Break 
Age 3 through Kindergarten Sunday preschool during the 9:00 am 
and 11:00 am Mass. Little Church will take a short summer break; 
we will continue sessions on August 13, 20, and 27. Children must 
be registered to attend. For more information, contact 
soraya@padreserra.org 
 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word ~ On Summer Break 
Grades 1 - 5. We will return in the fall. Leaders needed! Consider 
joining this beautiful ministry. No experience necessary! Contact 
tere@padreserra.org for more information. 
 
Spark! ~ At Home 
Grades 1 - 5. In today’s Gospel, Matthew 13:44-46, Jesus tells us 
what is truly important; he teaches us we are to set aside or give up 
unimportant things so that we can accept God’s gift of the Kingdom 
of Heaven. We are called to make the Kingdom of Heaven the most 
important thing in our lives. 
 
Three-Sixteen ~ At Home 
Middle school ministry ~ Grades 6, 7, and 8. In this Sunday’s 
Gospel, Matthew 13:44-52, we are challenged to think about what is 
most valuable to us. Jesus tells us the importance and value of the 
Kingdom of Heaven. 
 
Craft Camp ~ August 7 - 10 
Campers Grades 6 - 12. Join us for one day or all week! Sign-up 
today at www.padreserra.org/craft-camp

Everyone from 14 to 18 is welcome! 
 
4:12 
Come join Brett and peer leaders for summer youth activities or to 
hang out in the youth lounge. Follow us on Instagram @pspyouth for 
more information, or contact brett@padreserra.org 
 
Confirmation ~ Summer gatherings continue! 
Stop by the youth lounge to play games, watch movies, or hang out 
with Brett and peers for summer fun and fellowship. Lots of summer 
service and event opportunities available. Contact us for more 
information at youth@padreserra.org or tere@padreserra.org

High School

Everyone 18 to 39ish is welcome! www.padreserra.org/young-adults 
 
Bible Study and More ~ August 3, 17 
We gather on the first and third Thursday of the month from 7:00 - 
9:00 pm. We do a Bible study on the first Thursday, and on the third 
Thursday, we play a game. See our Instagram @pspyoungadult for 
other events! Contact brett@padreserra.org

Young Adults

Friday in the Backyard ~ August 4, 11, 18 
Bring your dinner and friends to enjoy a summer backyard evening! 
We’ll have games for kids and adults; all ages can enjoy giant games 
and corn hole. 6:00 - 8:00 pm, Serra Center patio. Contact 
teresa@padreserra.org 
 
Serra Cinema ~ August 8 
To RSVP, visit www.padreserra.org/serra-cinema

Families

Children

Gospel Hangout ~ August 1, 2 
Come hang out virtually as we read Sunday’s gospel and reflect on 
how Jesus is intersecting with our lives. Tuesdays, 11:30 am - 12:30 
pm, Wednesdays, 7:00 - 8:00 pm. For Zoom link: Teresa 
teresa@padreserra.org. Visit www.padreserra.org/faith-sharing 
 
Meditative Movement ~ August 1, 3 
Women and men of any age are invited to join instructor Sheila 
Montgomery for meditative movement: Tai Chi Tuesdays, 2:00 - 
2:45 pm $5/class, and Yoga Thursdays, 2:00 - 2:45 $10/class. Serra 
Center. Sheila Montgomery sheilam274@yahoo.com. Visit 
www.padreserra.org/meditative-movement 
 
Healing from Divorce ~ August 1, 15 
Our healing from divorce support group offers a welcoming 
environment for people dealing with divorce, whether in the earliest 
stages of grief, the initial stages of coping with severe changes, or 
through the worst of it and now looking to move forward, grow, and 
serve. 7:00 - 8:30 pm, Zoom. Cynthia cjonescampbell@yahoo.com. 
Visit www.padreserra.org/divorce 
 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help ~ August 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 
Join us for prayer and devotion to our Mother Mary on Wednesdays 
at 7:00 pm in the church. Madel omphnovenapsp@gmail.com. Visit 
www.padreserra.org/prayer 
 
Bereavement Support Groups ~ August 3, 17 
Grief can be overwhelming and difficult to understand and navigate, 
but you don’t have to do it alone. Our bereavement support groups 
offer mutual support to those who have lost a loved one through 
death. Morning session at 10:00 and afternoon session at 2:00. San 
Fernando room. Betty Bright Martinez (805) 407-3000, 
bettybright41@gmail.com, visit www.padreserra.org/bereavement 

Adults

https://www.padreserra.org/serra-cinema.html
https://www.padreserra.org/craft-camp.html
https://www.instagram.com/pspyouth/
https://www.padreserra.org/young-adults.html
https://www.instagram.com/pspyoungadult/
https://www.padreserra.org/faith-sharing.html
https://www.padreserra.org/meditative-movement.html
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Pray for Our Sick 
Don Absey, Mary Ahearn, Patrick Bair, Kurt Basco, Sharon Berg, 
Wyatt Biggs, Marianne Brooks, Mary Butler, Ryan Carrigan, Marie 
Coop, Stephanie Cruz, Bob Dickie, Shari Edie, Ben Fisco, Jennifer 
Flores, John Goblish, Tim Graf, Jasna Haller, Tish Hearne, Barbara 
Humphrey, Kate Johnson, Jane Joubert, Maria Maldonado, Dave 
McDonnell, Janet McPike, Leticia Melendez, Carole Mingay, 
Donald Mingay, Robert Moody, Mary Mullen, Daniel Orr, Angela 
Ortiz, Lorna Pajo, Mel Pajo, Jeffrey Paolella, Dina S. Pascual, Dave 
Proett, Diana Reed, Michael Robles, Bill Rumble, Zion Salatan, 
Hector Victa Sanares, Dominick Savo, Dorothy Simmons, Shelly 
Stuven, Fr. Stephen Szeman, Louis Wolters, Rita Wronekiewicz and 
Jerry Zins Sr. (Names are refreshed monthly.) 
 
Remember Our Dead 
Prayers for family and friends of those who have died recently: 
Susan Craddock, RIP 
Francisca Saucedo, RIP 
May they enjoy peace in their life with Christ Jesus. 

Prayer Life

Reflection questions for every gathering around any table 
Matthew 13:44-52 ~ God’s Kingdom 
Today’s gospel reminds us that God’s kingdom is a treasure beyond 
price and worth sacrifice. How does the message of these parables 
challenge you to reevaluate your priorities and make any necessary 
adjustments in your life? What things in your life might you need to 
give up or sacrifice to prioritize the kingdom of heaven?

Faith Sharing Question

Protect Children with Disabilities 
Children living with disabilities are nearly three times more at risk 
for abuse and maltreatment compared to children who do not have 
special needs. This mistreatment can include physical, sexual, or 
emotional abuse or neglect. Safe adults can help prevent this abuse 
by recognizing the higher risk for these children and being alert to 
any signs of abuse. Because parents and caregivers of these children 
are at increased risk of stress and isolation, abuse may be harder to 
spot. For more information, read the VIRTUS® article “Children 
Living with Disabilities and Risk for Child Maltreatment and 
Victimization” here.

Safeguard the Children

Reception into the Catholic Church: A Sign of Unity 
This weekend, at the 5:00 pm Mass, one baptized Christian will be 
received into the Catholic Church through a beautiful ceremony 
called “The Rite of Reception into the Full Communion of the 
Catholic Church.” We do not re-baptize validly baptized Christians. 
They will be asked to profess their faith by saying the Creed along 
with us and by stating their belief in Catholic teaching with an “I 
do.” They will then receive the sacrament of Confirmation. The high 
point of the rite is when they receive Holy Communion for the first 
time since the Eucharist is a sign of unity not just with Jesus but with 
each other who are the Body of Christ. If you would like to know 
more about the process of becoming Catholic, please get in touch 
with Mary Huebner at (805) 482·6417 x321 or 
becomingcatholic@padreserra.org. Visit 
www.padreserra.org/becoming-catholic

Becoming Catholic

Funerals

For more information, visit www.padreserra.org/funerals 
   • Bob Tuleya ~ August 16, 11:00 am 

Adults
The Chosen ~ August 3, 10, 17, 24 
You are invited to explore the gospel stories through prayer, 
discussion, and The Chosen Season 2, a popular, contemporary 
dramatization of the life and times of Jesus and the apostles. To 
RSVP, visit www.padreserra.org/chosen 
 
First Friday Adoration ~ August 4 
We can show our adoration to God in many ways, but in Eucharistic 
Adoration, we spend time — even just 10, 20, or 30 minutes —
adoring the true presence of Jesus in the Eucharist. Come rest in 
silent prayer with our good and gracious God. 2:00 - 7:00 pm. Or 
commit to a holy hour: teresa@padreserra.org, visit 
www.padreserra.org/adoration 
 
Become a Knight! 
The Knights of Columbus is for everyday men who choose to live 
their faith in their homes, parish, and neighborhood. Our programs 
and resources provide men 18+ opportunities to live and spread the 
Catholic faith. Our local council #5272 is for men from Padre Serra 
and St. Mary Magdalen parishes. They coordinate and carry out 
service opportunities and fundraising and social events to support a 
variety of charitable causes and Catholic education. Learn more 
www.padreserra.org/knights

Giving

Spanish Teacher Needed 
Looking for a position where you can make a difference in the lives 
of young people? Looking to join a team dedicated to welcoming all 
to God’s family and uplifting cultural and linguistic heritage? All 
Souls World Language Catholic School (Alhambra) is seeking a full-
time dual-language immersion Spanish teacher for middle school. 
Interested candidates send resumes to Dr. Patrick Allison, 
pallison@allsoulsla.org

In the Community

Food Pantry Donations 
Many thanks to all who have provided food for the hungriest in our 
community. Please continue to use the collection bins in the church 
for your donations of non-perishable food and small toiletries. 
Members of St. Vincent de Paul regularly transport your 
contributions to the food pantry at St. Mary Magdalen. God bless 
you for your compassionate caring of those less fortunate in our 
midst.

https://www.padreserra.org/becoming-catholic.html
https://lacatholics.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/Disabilities.July15-16DYK.2023.pdf
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/073023.cfm
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CSDK BUSINESS SOLUTIONS
Catherine Jose
Insurance | Life, Annuity and Investment | Small Group 
Families | Individuals | Social Media Management Services

Cathy@csdkbusinesssolutions.com
820.203.4383 | 747.389.4177  CA DOI LIC # 428224

OFFSHORE HOUSECLEANING
General cleaning • Deep cleaning • Organizing
Office cleaning • Rental cleaning • and MORE!

805-775-5508

California

CatholicMatch.com/CA

Mary Gregoryk | Dan McAllister
www.YourBestEdge.com

Transparency & Innovation in Real Estate Sales

clientcare@yourbestedge.com
805-329-5330

	 Found It Homes, Inc.	 Parishioner
Unique Process; Extraordinary Results

DRE #01863865 DRE #01386066

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here and Support Our Parish!

 
CONTACT ME Tara Holley

 
tholley@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x2134

MEMOIR GHOSTWRITER FOR HIRE
Your Life Story - Your Legacy - It's Time

	� Personal & Family Stories
	� Spiritual Stories
	� Business Stories
	� Publishing Support

Bryan Basamanowicz
805-901-4566
www.bryanbwriting.com

VENTURA EYE INSTITUTE
250,000 HAPPY PATIENTS250,000 HAPPY PATIENTS

Michael T. Ragen, M.D.
Advanced Cataract & Eyelid Surgery

3801 Las Posas Rd.,  Ste. # 112, Camarillo, CA 93010
(805) 388-1211



IVYLAWNFUNERALHOME.COM

Ivy Lawn Memorial Park & Funeral Home
Ventura County's Only Historical District Cemetery

We are at your service!
Dignified, Funeral Services, Burials, & Cremations

805.642.1111
FD2156
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1203 Flynn Rd. Suite 270, Camarillo, CA 93012
Each RE/MAX Office is independently owned & operated.  

Al Limón, Broker
805-901-3640
DRE#00918596 
teamallimon@gmail.com

Bianca Carrera, Realtor®

805-797-1870
DRE#02022644

teamallimon.com

A team on your side to help meet  
your real estate needs.

www.prestopasta.com  Parishioners

	 Camarillo	 Ventura	 Simi Valley	 Newbury Park
	 805.445.7737	 805.658.2898	 805.624.7756	 805.498.7737
	 1701 Daily Dr.	 5722 Telephone Rd.	 1860 Erringer Rd.	 1025 Broadbeck Rd.

Locally, Family Owned And Operated

Dine In • Take Out
Catering

Fundraising

805-484-2705
4043 Mission Oaks Blvd., Camarillo
camarillochildrensdentalgroup.com

Creating bright smiles
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