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Changed by Grace 
 
Dear Faith Family, 
 
Can you imagine being so impacted by grace, that others won’t believe it? 
 
In today’s Gospel, Jesus heals a blind man. Obviously, since we are so versed in the life of Christ, that 
is no surprise to us. We know and believe of Jesus’ miracles, so we don’t doubt it. We also have people 
and a parish that supports our belief in Jesus Christ.  
 
Some of the formerly blind man’s neighbors though, who have seen that the man was healed from 
blindness, still could not believe Jesus was God. Even with the evidence being so striking.  
 
When asked about who healed him, the man not only explained who did it, but also explained how it 
was done. He also explained who Jesus is. What was the response of some of the neighbors? Disbelief 
and admonishment of Jesus Christ. Not only that, some of the neighbors discredited his whole story.  
 
We have been changed by grace. We were once blind, like the blind man was. If we were asked, do we 
have the courage to attribute our goodness to Jesus Christ, knowing that some people will still deny 
the obvious evidence of grace? 
 
This Lent, are we able to reflect on the miracles of our lives, in light of the Resurrection? The man 
who was once blind was so obviously impacted by Jesus, do we believe we have been impacted in a 
similar way? We live in an era where self help and self reflection is on the forefront (justifiably), how 
many times have used that time to reflect on the tiny miracles of our lives. If we were to reflect on 
these miracles, how many of us are able to share them and attribute it to our Lord? 
 
The truth is, some people won’t believe us when we attribute the goodness of our lives to Jesus. Are 
we prepared to share that same testimony with those who don’t believe? Are we prepared to be 
disciples in the face of rejection? 
 
I ask this question, knowing that discipleship is in the forefront of our 
culture at Padre Serra. I ask this question, knowing confidently that you 
have already said yes. 
 
God Bless, 

 
 
 

Brett Becker 
Youth and Young Adult Minister
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Age 3 to Grade 8 
 
Little Church ~ March 19, 26  
Age 3 through Kindergarten. Sunday preschool 
during the 9:00 am and 11:00 am Mass. Children 
learn so much! From the Sign of the Cross to the 
Bible stories, songs, and more. Super fun to make 
friends and be at Church on Sundays! Children must be registered to 
attend; visit www.padreserra.org/registration. For more information, 
contact soraya@padreserra.org 
 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word ~ March 19, 26 
Grades 1 - 5. Children at the 11:00 am Mass are invited to hear the 
readings and reflection at their level. No registration is required. 
Parents consider joining this ministry and leading a session. Please 
contact tere@padreserra.org for more information. 
 
Spark! ~ March 22 
Grades 1 - 5. This week is a family event, Lenten dinner, and 
Stations of the Cross in the Serra Center. Please RSVP. For more 
information, please get in touch with jennifer@padreserra.org or 
christine@padreserra.org 
 
Three-Sixteen ~ March 22 
Middle school ministry ~ Grades 6, 7, and 8. Middle school kids will 
lead the Shadow Stations of the Cross. For more information, contact 
tere@padreserra.org

Everyone from 14 to 18 is welcome! 
 
4:12 
High school teens, join Brett, and the peer leaders, for fun and 
fellowship. Wednesdays 7:30 in San Juan Capistrano room. 
youth@padreserra.org 
 
Confirmation Y1 
The weekly ministry has begun; make sure to sign in every week. If 
you have not yet signed up, please contact us at 
youth@padreserra.org or tere@padreserra.org  
 
Confirmation Y2 ~ March 19 
Teens will gather at 11:00 am Mass, followed by lunch in SJC. The 
session concludes in the Serra Center at 2:00 pm. For more 
information, please get in touch with youth@padreserra.org

High School

Children

Bible Faith Share ~ March 20, 27 
In-person faith sharing group, Mondays 8:45 - 9:45 am, San Juan 
Capistrano room. Sherry Reynolds sherryr2256@gmail.com. Visit 
www.padreserra.org/faith-sharing 
 
Seeds of Faith ~ March 20 
We continue with Unleashed: A Catholic Women’s Walk with 
Scripture by Sonja Corbitt, in which she weaves the Word of God 
with her life experiences to illustrate how the Holy Spirit flows 
through our relationships, suffering, and prayer. SEEDS (Sisters ~ 
Embracing ~ Enlightening ~ Daughters of Faith) is a monthly 
evening of spirituality for women who want to grow deeper in faith 
and affirm our mission and worth as God’s daughters and Jesus’ 
disciples. 7:00 - 8:30 pm, San Miguel room. Gwen 
gwendolynjoy1@hotmail.com. Visit www.padreserra.org/seeds 
 
Healing after Divorce ~ March 21 
Our healing from divorce support group offers a welcoming 
environment for people dealing with divorce, whether in the earliest 
stages of grief, the initial stages of coping with severe changes, or 
through the worst of it and now looking to move forward, grow, and 
serve. 7:00 - 8:30 pm, Zoom. Cynthia cjonescampbell@yahoo.com. 
Visit www.padreserra.org/divorce 
 
Writers Group ~ March 24, 31 
We gather. We pray. We write. If you enjoy writing, you are welcome 
to share your work any Friday and listen to others’ inspiring writing. 
Fridays 10:00 am - 12:00 pm, San Fernando room. Linda Lowe 
calmest1@verizon.net. Visit www.padreserra.org/writers 
 
Caregivers Support Group ~ March 28 
Caritas supports those caring for an aging parent, relative, or spouse. 
Meets fourth Tuesday, 7:00 pm San Fernando room and via Zoom. 
Contact Patricia sentclan@gmail.com. Visit 
www.padreserra.org/caritas 
 
Illuman ~ March 29 
Founded in 2012 by the Franciscan mystic and teacher Richard Rohr, 
Illuman exists to help men do their inner\spiritual work to become 
healthier and more authentic human beings. Our chapter offers 
personal growth and spiritual transformation opportunities, a 
liberating environment, support and brotherhood, and contemplative 
spirituality. Last Wednesday of each month, 7:00 pm, San Miguel 
room.  Contact Dave dave.mccormick.mba@gmail.com. Visit 
www.padreserra.org/men

Adults

Community Lenten Reconciliation  ~ March 29  
See page 2.

Families
Everyone 18 to 39ish is welcome! www.padreserra.org/young-adults 
 
Bible Study and More ~ April 6 and 20 
We gather on the first and third Thursdays of the month from 7:00 - 
9:00 pm. On the first Thursday, we do a Bible study, and on the third 
Thursday, we play a game. See our Instagram @pspyoungadult or 
Facebook @PadreSerraYA for other events! Contact 
brett@padreserra.org

Young Adults

https://www.padreserra.org/lent-reconciliation.html
https://www.instagram.com/pspyoungadult/
https://www.facebook.com/PadreSerraYA
https://www.padreserra.org/faith-sharing.html
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Pray for Our Sick 
David Alstot, Tina Alvarado, Olga Arellano, William Berg, Rick 
Bergman, Tim Bernett, James Biggs, Erlinda Boral, Chuck Bueker, 
Cathy Busch, Kassandra Cliona Bravo, Catherine Doles, Ben Fisco, 
David Flood, Mark Garcia, Dalia Gettings, Dorothy Gilmore, Tim 
Graf, Braidyn Haff, Jessica Haff, Leticia Heiter, Esther Hughes, 
Mark Jackson, Jeanette Lotz, Edwina Manalang, George Martinez, 
Freddie Masaoy, Dave McDonnell, Rosita McKnight, David Minkin, 
Bonnie Jo Moeller, Geralyn Moody, Mary Mullen, Dave Murphy, 
Leonardo Nieva, Delia Quintana, Chris Ramirez, Renee Ramonette, 
Derrick Rosal, Dorothy Simmons, Jessica Slagel and Hugo Viveros. 
(Names are refreshed monthly.) 
Remember Our Dead 
Prayers for family and friends of those who have died recently: 
Alex Hvolka, RIP 
Isidro B. Parducho, RIP 
May they enjoy peace in their life with Christ Jesus.

Prayer Life

Reflection questions for every gathering around any table 
John 9:1-41 ~ Jesus gives us sight. 
At the start of today’s gospel story of the man born blind, the 
disciples believe that sin is the cause of the man’s blindness. When 
Jesus gives the blind man sight, both the disciples and the blind man 
move from darkness into light. The Pharisees accuse Jesus of sin 
because he healed the blind man on the Sabbath. The man with new 
sight, however, sees more clearly; he calls Jesus a prophet. The 
Pharisees refuse to believe; they are truly blind. Jesus helped a blind 
man see — and he helps each of us see the world differently. How do 
you see differently because you believe?

Faith Sharing Question

Giving

The Scrutinies 
Lent is an important time for the Elect, who are in their final period 
of preparation for initiation into the Church through the sacraments 
of Baptism, Confirmation, and first reception of the Eucharist. On 
the Third, Fourth, and Fifth Sundays of Lent, they celebrate three 
important rites called scrutinies. The purpose of the scrutinies is to 
uncover and then heal the sin in the Elect ... and us. The scrutinies 
also are meant to bring out and strengthen all that is upright, strong, 
and good. Please continue to pray for our Elect as they draw nearer 
to the sacraments. Visit www.padreserra.org/becoming-catholic

Becoming Catholic

Bowls of Hope ~ March 26 
Bowls of Hope raises awareness for the need for affordable housing 
in our community and funds for Many Mansions’ programs that 
serve the formerly homeless, veterans, seniors, and families of very 
low income. Designed like a soup kitchen, you will select a 
handcrafted bowl and choose from an array of soups donated by 
local restaurants, along with salad, bread, and desserts. All proceeds 
from this event support our continued work to provide affordable 
housing and life-enriching services to families that call Many 
Mansions home. By attending Bowls of Hope, you’re investing in 
your community! 11:00 am, California Lutheran University. 
Tickets: www.manymansions.org 
 
Job Opening: Business Manager 
St. Jude the Apostle parish in Westlake Village is looking for a 
business manager, a position responsible for all administrative 
functions of the parish, including accounting, personnel, facilities, 
maintenance, general communications to church members, and 
clerical functions. Full-time/salaried/exempt. Contact Fr. Jim Stehly, 
frjim@saintjudetheapostle.org, (818) 889·1279. Visit 
www.saintjudetheapostle.org

In the Community

In the Courtyard
Diaper Drive ~ Bring in a new box of disposable diapers! 
See page 2.

SMMS ~ Scholarship Fund 
Over 108 Padre Serra children are students at St. Mary Magdalen 
School, and of those students, 8 receive financial aid totaling over 
$13,000. Help our Padre Serra parents give their children the gift of 
Catholic education. For more information, please contact 
pam@padreserra.org or visit www.padreserra.org/smms 
 
Catholic Relief Services – Reveal Christ’s Love 
This collection helps to improve the lives of the most vulnerable 
people in more than 100 countries. Funds provide food to the 
hungry, support to displaced refugees, hope to families trying to stay 
intact, and Jesus’ love to all people. Your compassion helps those 
most in need. Envelopes are in the church lobby. For more 
information: www.crs.org

Funerals

   • Alice Fisher ~ March 21, 10:00 am 
   • Belinda Peres ~ March 29, 10:00 am 
   • Arlene Amantia ~ April 1, 10:00 am 
   • Raul Contreras ~ April 26, 11:00 am 
   • Karena Gutierrez ~ May 13, 10:00 am 
For more information about Funeral & Memorial announcements, 
visit www.padreserra.org/funerals

In loving memory of Hank Koval 
  Grace Pugliese 
On the occasion of Grace Martinez’s Retirement 
  Joe and Jane Riggio 
In loving memory of John and Mary Svrcek 
  Gifted to St. Vincent de Paul Ministry 
  Virginia Shushan and Family 
In loving memory of Mary Joan Quinn 
  Gifted to St. Vincent de Paul Ministry 
  Paul Rockenstein 
In loving memory of Dolores A. Mohr 
  Gifted to St. Vincent de Paul Ministry 
  Paul Rockenstein

Memorial & Honorarium

https://www.padreserra.org/becoming-catholic.html
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/031923.cfm
https://www.padreserra.org/racial-justice.html
https://www.padreserra.org/news/alice-fisher
https://www.padreserra.org/news/belinda-peres
https://www.padreserra.org/news/arlene-amantia
https://www.padreserra.org/news/raul-contreras
https://www.padreserra.org/news/karena-gutierrez
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CSDK BUSINESS SOLUTIONS
Catherine Jose
Insurance | Life, Annuity and Investment | Small Group 
Families | Individuals | Social Media Management Services

Cathy@csdkbusinesssolutions.com
820.203.4383 | 747.389.4177  CA DOI LIC # 428224
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