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Up on the mountain top ... 
 
Dear parish family, 
 
Our Gospel this Sunday, is about the Transfiguration of the Lord.  We hear about a moment on the mountain top, where Jesus 
shares a glimpse of his Glory, with his close friends Peter, James and John. Peter may not have fully understood at that moment 
the greatness that he and the others were fortunate enough to experience. Perhaps all he could understand is how perfect that 
moment with Moses (the law) and Elijah (the prophet) was on the mountain top. So perfect, that it makes Peter ask Jesus if he 
should set tents for them. The revelation of Jesus the Son of God in his Glory, hearing God’s voice, perhaps too much to handle 
all at once, that it left all three in fear. Till they feel Jesus’ touch and peace as he tells them “Rise, and do not be afraid.” 
 
With so much going on in our world today, the business of work, raising a family, caring for a loved one, and the huge list of 
things that need to be done at home, we may be desperately seeking that mountain top moment, where everything is so perfect. 
But friends, I think these moments of perfection, when all is well, are meant to inspire us, to fill our spirits, rest our bodies and 
minds, but it also is meant just for a moment; we can not built our tents there yet. 
 
The past two weeks I was blessed with several opportunities “at the mountain top.” First was the Confirmation retreat, with our 
parish teens who will be making their sacrament this May. Wow, what a wonderful weekend, to see the young people so open to 
the opportunity to encounter Jesus, to continue to build their relationship with our God. We had the gift of being joined on 
retreat by Fr. Tim Grumbach and he invited us all to join him for Mass outdoors at 7:00 am. This was an open invitation without 
obligation. The teens could have slept in longer if they wished; however, we had a good crowd that very cold, beautiful 
morning. Then again with so much reverence and love at adoration, The Holy Spirit was present with us, transforming and 
healing hearts and souls. The amazing team of young adults and peer leaders who worked so hard to prepare themselves and 
lead the retreat, without a complaint. They would stay up late preparing for the next day, and wake up early to pray together 
before starting the next day. Wow! This is one of the highlights of my year, just like Peter, James and John, allowed to be 
witness of God in action. This sets my soul on fire, and propels me to continue in ministry, to know how blessed we are to be 
Jesus’ hands, feet and at times voice for others.  
 
My second mountain top moment was at the yearly Religious Education Congress. “Embrace Grace, Abraza la Gracia.” Another 
opportunity to be inspired, to learn and to pray deeply.  
 
Then again yesterday at the First Reconciliation of 90 children. To witness the powerful healing of the sacrament of 
reconciliation. Seeing though the children were nervous at first, the beaming smiles as they walk away. Many family members 
who too return to this healing and renewing sacrament, filling them with God’s peace. Two of these events are only 3 days, then 
we return back to our reality. They are long enough to make an impact. In the days or weeks that follow I know we will 
continue to unpack what we have experienced. We can return to our daily tasks with new energy and perhaps even a new vision, 
and better understanding of our mission.  
 
What are some of your mountain top experiences? Where and when do you encounter 
God so deeply? Take time during this Lenten season, to find your mountain top 
moment, may it continue to inspire you and give you Grace and strength for the 
journey. Please join me in praying for the teens as they continue their faith journey 
toward their sacrament.   
 
Siempre Adelante, 

 
 
 
 

Tere Delgado 
Faith Formation Minister
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Age 3 to Grade 8 
 
Little Church ~ March 5, 12, 19, 26  
Age 3 through Kindergarten.  Sunday preschool 
during the 9:00 am and 11:00 am Mass. Children 
learn so much! From the Sign of the Cross to the 
Bible stories, songs, and more. Super fun to make 
friends and be at Church on Sundays! Children must be registered to 
attend; visit www.padreserra.org/registration. For more information, 
contact soraya@padreserra.org 
 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word ~ March 5, 12, 19, 26 
Grades 1 - 5. Children at the 11:00 am Mass are invited to hear the 
readings and reflection at their level. No registration is required. 
Parents consider joining this ministry and leading a session. Please 
contact tere@padreserra.org for more information. 
 
Spark! ~ March 6 and 8 
Grades 1 - 5. This week the children will learn Christ is the living 
water. For more information, please get in touch with 
jennifer@padreserra.org or christine@padreserra.org 
 
Three-Sixteen ~ March 8 
Middle school ministry ~ Grades 6, 7, and 8. We will gather in 
Carmel rooms from 6:45 - 8:00 pm. For more information, contact 
tere@padreserra.org

Everyone from 14 to 18 is welcome! 
 
4:12 
High school teens, join Brett, and the peer leaders, for fun and 
fellowship. Wednesdays, 7:30 pm, in San Juan Capistrano room. 
youth@padreserra.org 
 
Confirmation Y1 
The weekly ministry has begun; make sure to sign in every week. If 
you have not yet signed up, please contact us at 
youth@padreserra.org or tere@padreserra.org  
 
Confirmation Y2 ~ March 5 
Confirmation sessions resume today. For more information, please 
get in touch with youth@padreserra.org

High School

Children

Bible Faith Share ~ March 6, 13, 20, 27 
In-person faith sharing group, Mondays 8:45 - 9:45 am, San Juan 
Capistrano room. Sherry Reynolds sherryr2256@gmail.com. Visit 
www.padreserra.org/faith-sharing 
 
Bible Study ~ March 7, 14, 21, 28 
Living Liturgy, led by Dr. Paul Ford, is a weekly study of the 
upcoming Sunday scriptures that helps us better understand the good 
news message of Jesus Christ and how He is present in our lives. 
8:30 - 9:30 am, Serra Center. Contact: Dr. Paul Ford 
paulfford@stjohnsem.edu 
 
Gospel Hangout ~ March 7, 8 
Come hang out (virtually) as we read Sunday’s gospel and reflect on 
how Jesus is intersecting with our lives at this moment. Tuesdays, 
11:30 am - 12:30 pm,  Wednesdays, 7:00 - 8:00 pm. For Zoom link: 
Teresa teresa@padreserra.org. Visit  
www.padreserra.org/faith-sharing  
 
Meditative Movement ~ March 7, 9 
Women and men of any age are invited to join instructor Sheila 
Montgomery for meditative movement: Tai Chi Tuesdays, 2:00 - 
2:45 pm $5/class, and Yoga Thursdays, 2:00 - 2:45 $10/class. Sheila 
Montgomery sheilam274@yahoo.com. Visit 
www.padreserra.org/meditative-movement 
 
Healing after Divorce ~ March 7, 21 
Our healing from divorce support group offers a welcoming 
environment for people dealing with divorce, whether in the earliest 
stages of grief, the initial stages of coping with severe changes, or 
through the worst of it and now looking to move forward, grow, and 
serve. 7:00 - 8:30 pm, Zoom. Cynthia cjonescampbell@yahoo.com. 
Visit www.padreserra.org/divorce  
 
Centering Prayer ~ March 8, 15, 22 
Silence is God’s language. Centering Prayer is a contemplative, 
silent prayer that opens us up to experience God’s presence within 
us, both a relationship with God and a discipline to foster that 
relationship. Come and rest with God! Wednesdays at 6:45 pm, San 
Juan Bautista room. Vivian Patrick, (805) 377·0704, 
vpatv@outlook.com. Visit www.padreserra.org/prayer  
 
Cancer Support Group ~ March 9 
We provide hope, empowerment, love, and prayer in a comforting 
atmosphere of encouragement. It is a safe environment for people 
touched by cancer to connect with others in a productive and 
spiritual way. Second Thursday, 6:30 - 8:00 pm, San Fernando room. 
Contact teresa@padreserra.org 

Adults

CROP Walk ~ March 12 
Walk 2.8 miles, sponsor Fr. Patrick, or volunteer! All ages can 
participate! Register online today at www.padreserra.org/crop-walk

Families

Every confirmed teen and young adult is welcome! 
 
Peer Leaders 
Peer leaders help engage our youth and Confirmation candidates by 

Peer Leaders

acting as mentors and facilitators during our weekly 
confirmation sessions, annual retreats, and at 4:12 
youth nights. We meet Tuesdays at 6:30 pm. If you 
are confirmed, 14 to 39 years old, and interested in 
joining, contact brett@padreserra.org, To sign up, 
scan the QR Code or visit www.padreserra.org/peer-leaders

https://www.padreserra.org/crop-walk.html
https://www.padreserra.org/peer-leaders.html
https://www.padreserra.org/faith-sharing.html
https://www.padreserra.org/faith-sharing.html
https://www.padreserra.org/meditative-movement.html
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Pray for Our Sick 
David Alstot, Tina Alvarado, William Berg, Rick Bergman, Tim 
Bernett, Erlinda Boral, Chuck Bueker, Cathy Busch, Kassandra 
Cliona Bravo, Ben Fisco, David Flood, Mark Garcia, Dalia Gettings, 
Tim Graf, Braidyn Haff, Jessica Haff, Esther Hughes, Mark Jackson, 
Jeanette Lotz, Edwina Manalang, George Martinez, Freddie Masaoy, 
Dave McDonnell, Rosita McKnight, David Minkin, Geralyn Moody, 
Mary Mullen, Leonardo Nieva, Belinda Peres, Delia Quintana, Chris 
Ramirez, Renee Ramonette, Derrick Rosal and Dorothy Simmons. 
(Names are refreshed monthly.) 
 
Remember Our Dead 
Prayers for family and friends of those who have died recently: 
Peter Conway, RIP 
Jill Ingram, RIP 
Tim Higgins, RIP 
Alice Moore, RIP 
May they enjoy peace in their life with Christ Jesus.

Prayer Life

Reflection questions for every gathering around any table 
Matthew 17:1-9 ~ A Mystical Encounter 
In today’s gospel, Jesus takes Peter, James, and John to a high 
mountain where the presence of God shines through Jesus and he is 
transformed. Have you ever had a “mountain top” experience where 
you felt exceptionally close to God? How did that experience change 
your life? Or what helps reassure you of God’s presence when it is 
not obvious?

Faith Sharing Question

Giving

Lent 
Lent is a time for preparing new believers for Baptism and for the 
baptized to renew their commitment. It is the Church’s annual 
retreat, a time-out when we often add a spiritual practice to grow 
closer to God. What are you doing for Lent? Visit 
www.padreserra.org/lent

Becoming Catholic

Holy Week  
The holiest week of the year. Visit 
www.padreserra.org/holy-week

Save the Date

Lenten Mental Health Retreat ~ March 25 
All interested adults 18 years and older are welcome and invited to 
attend a Lenten day retreat that will reflect on God’s plan for healing 
and mental health. Aspiring mental health professionals are 
encouraged to attend. Led by Adam Cross, LMFT, and Michael 
Gasparro, LMFT, the retreat will consist of a series of talks, 
reflections, prayer, and small group discussions. Lunch and 
refreshments will be provided. Info/register: 
adamcrossmft.com/retreats

In the Community

In the Courtyard

   •  Women’s Silent Retreat Register today! 
   •  Parishioners Directory Submit your form and picture. 
      Assistance is available today!

Adults

Camarillo Catholic Seniors ~ March 15 
A magical surprise is in store for you this month with the return of a 
favorite entertainer. Refreshments will be provided by AlmaVia at 
9:45 am, followed by the presentation at 10:00, Serra Center. Jan 
Pirkl janpirkl@yahoo.com

Fiscal Snapshot (January 2023)

Other Notes
Phishing Alert 
Fraudulent emails and texts are being sent by scammers posing as Fr. 
Patrick. Perpetrators use various techniques to gain your trust and 
may provide specific instructions, which, if followed, could result in 
monetary loss. Do Not Become a Victim. Fr. Patrick, or any other 
member of Padre Serra Parish, will never request money from any 
parishioner by email or text. Please do not email or text with these 
individuals, divulge any personal information, or provide 
money/credit card/gift card payments. When in doubt, contact us to 
authenticate the text message.  Please forward any questionable 
emails/text screenshots claiming to be from Fr. Patrick to 
gaby@padreserra.org. Visit www.padreserra.org/news/scams

$400,000 $800,000 $1,200,000

YTD ESTIMATED INCOME

YTD ACTUAL INCOME

YTD ESTIMATED EXPENSE

YTD ACTUAL EXPENSE

$0

All Creation Belongs to God 
... including everything we are and everything we own. Strive to be 
loving and giving, just as God is.

Funerals

   • Peter Conway ~ March 14, 10:00 am 
   • Carmela Grossberger ~ March 18, 10:00 am 
   • Alice Fisher ~ March 21, 10:00 am 
   • Arlene Amantia ~ April 1, 10:00 am 
For more information about Funeral & Memorial announcements, 
visit www.padreserra.org/funerals

https://www.padreserra.org/retreats.html
https://www.padreserra.org/parishioners-form.html
https://www.padreserra.org/holy-week.html
https://adamcrossmft.com/retreats/
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/030523.cfm
https://www.padreserra.org/news/peter-conway
https://www.padreserra.org/news/carmela-grossberger
https://www.padreserra.org/news/alice-fisher
https://www.padreserra.org/news/arlene-amantia
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