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Shamrocks, Scorpions and Our Madonna 
 

We’ve all had so many deprivations and moments of discomfort these past months, quarantining and masking, endless Zoom 
for school and work, socializing outside in the heat and the cold, endless discussions and disagreements about what works and what 
doesn’t, and on­and­on. There is yet a harder truth of this past year. Some Padre Serra parishioners have died from Covid, both the 
very elderly with multiple comorbidities, and young people who puzzled us in their passing, leaving some of us grieved and 
bewildered. Other parishioners, some younger than you might think, were 
hospitalized and suffered many weeks before excruciatingly slow 
recoveries. Many parishioners have also spoken to me of family members 
and friends, not part of our parish, who have suffered, some of them 
dying. My own Uncle John, Mom’s brother, is one of them. All of these 
stories break our caring hearts when we hear them.  

We also grieve for the many family members and friends denied 
access to the hospitalized in their suffering. Many people requested me to 
visit people in the hospital or in convalescent care. For well over a year, 
though, administrators denied me access to most facilities and every 
hospital except Community Memorial, even though I identified myself as 
a priest. This had been a very hard year, hasn’t it? 

Because of all our struggles, the Archdiocese of Los Angeles 
suggested that we do something significant to acknowledge all the 
suffering, everything that has happened to us, everything done to keep us 
safe, both the stumbles and the successes. I thought this was a very good idea.  

Recalling the scorpion and shamrock amidst our church’s ceiling’s stars, and how they represent our patron, Padre Serra, and 
our founding pastor, Msgr. Kidney, I decided to do something similar, hiding elements of significance for this year in a holy image. I 
received inspiration from our patron, Padre Serra, who journeyed to the shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe to dedicate himself and his 
missionary work at her shrine. With this in mind, we commissioned a local artist, Lalo Garcia, who has installed artwork in many 
places in the archdiocese, to do an image for us…with a difference. 

Working with over 20 artisans in Puebla, Mexico, the heartland of handmade Talavera tile, he fashioned an image that, from 
a distance, appears to be an ordinary image of Our Lady of Guadalupe. Up close, though, there are faint crosses around her in blue 
and brick colors, commemorating those who have died (the blue of heaven) and those who suffered but still live (the earthen color). 
Hidden around the pattern of her corona is a faint face mask. At her feet is a graph, reminding us of the many waves of the virus that 
have hit here and throughout the world. Within her corona are a small vial of vaccine, and a medical needle. On our Lady’s dress, 
amidst the decorations, is a tiny image of the virus. The angel, normally at Mary’s feet where the graph is, flies socially distanced, 
above her, yet apart. Around the angel’s neck is a stethoscope, to remind us of who have been our angels, for extended periods in 
extreme difficulties. 

Our Lady of Guadalupe, Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe, unlike some of the other wonderful apparitions of Mary, appeared 
here, on our continent. She is our Lady, our Madonna.  

During the 9 am Mass this weekend, we will unveil the image, outside the church, on the eastern wall of the church building 
facing the square behind the Serra Center where we have prayed at the Mass on the Grass. Our whole hope, throughout, was to keep 
people as safe as we could while we learned what worked and what didn’t. The Mass on the Grass has 
made that square a holy place. It’s so fitting that this image of Jesus’ Mother, appearing to comfort the 
conquered and suffering people of Mexico, should become for us, a symbol for us in the time of our 
own great struggles. 

I encourage you to make a little pilgrimage to the image, after its unveiling, to remember this 
year, to pray for God’s mercy on the deceased, to ask God’s strength and healing for the sick, and to 
stand with Mary in our own desire to heal the world by God’s grace. 
 
Siempre adelante, 

 
 

 
Fr. Patrick 
Pastor
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12 months to Grade 8. 
 
Faith Formation Registration Final Days! 
In­person sessions begin in October. Register today so we can have 
your kids’ materials ready. Register your children ages 3 ­ 18. Visit 
www.padreserra.org/registration 
 
Catechists for Faith Formation Needed 
If you are fully vaccinated and love sharing your faith with children, 
we need YOU! Contact tere@padreserra.org 
 
Catechetical Sunday ~ September 26 
Catechetical Sunday commissioning at the 11:00 am Mass, followed 
by a gathering in the Serra Center. Contact tere@padreserra.org 
 
Little Church ~ Age 3 through Kindergarten 
Little Church is offered on Sundays during the 9:00 am, and 11:00 
am Masses. Spaces still available; register 
www.padreserra.org/registration. Contact soraya@padreserra.org 
 
Liturgy of the Word Returns this Fall 
Open for all children grades 1 ­ 5, Sundays at the 9:00 and 11:00 am 
Masses. No experience is necessary; we will provide training and all 
you need to share the Word of God. We need adult and teen 
volunteers for both Masses. Contact tere@padreserra.org 
 
Spark! Grades 1  ­ 5 
Sessions begin on October 4 and 6. Register today at 
www.padreserra.org/registration 
 
Three:Sixteen ~ Grades 6  ­ 8 
Sessions begin on October 6. Register today at 
www.padreserra.org/registration

 Everyone 14 to 18 is welcome! youth@padreserra.org  
 
Confirmation Y2 
Teens will participate in weekly parish ministry; please get in touch 
with youth@padreserra.org for your ministry assignments. 
 
4:12 
Join Brett and peer leaders for fun and fellowship on most 
Wednesday nights. Teens make connections, share insights and 
concerns, and grow in faith. Ask brett@padreserra.org or follow us 
on Instagram.

High School

Everyone 18 to 39ish is welcome! www.padreserra.org/young-adults 
 
Bible Study and More 
We gather the first and third Thursdays of the month from 7:00 ­ 
9:00 pm. On the first Thursday, we do a Bible study, and on the third 
Thursday, we play a game. See our Instagram @pspyoungadult or 
Facebook @PadreSerraYA for other events! Contact 
brett@padreserra.org

Young Adults

Everyone 14 to 39ish is welcome! 
 
Peer Leaders 
Peer leaders help engage our Confirmation candidates by acting as 
mentors and facilitators during our weekly Confirmation sessions, 

Youth Leadership

Children

Faith Sharing Groups ~ September 28, 29 
Virtual Gospel Hangout Tuesdays 11:30 ­ 12:30 pm. 
teresa@padreserra.org 
In­person Bible Faith Share, Wednesdays 8:45 ­ 9:45 am. Sherry 
Reynolds sherryr2256@gmail.com. While we use scripture, faith 
sharing is not a Bible study, but rather a reflection process using 
Lectio Divina that invites people to reflect on how Jesus in the 
Gospels is intersecting with their life at this moment.  
Visit www.padreserra.org/faith­sharing 
 
Caregivers Support Group ~ September 28 
Caritas offers support to those who are caring for an aging parent, 
relative, or spouse. Fourth Tuesday, 7:00 pm, in the San Fernando 
room and via Zoom. Contact Patricia sentclan@gmail.com   
 
Bible Study ~ September 27, 29  
Through the Heart of St. Joseph is a weekly Bible study facilitated 
by Rita DaCorsi. 
In­person Mondays 10:00 am ­ 12:00 pm at St. Paschal Baylon, 
Thousand Oaks.  
Virtual Wednesdays, 10:00 am ­ 12:00 pm. Questions/register: 
ritadacorsi@yahoo.com 
 
Illuman ~ September 29 
Illuman is a ministry for men, by men, to honor the uniqueness of 
male spirituality. Bimonthly group gatherings are designed to help 
guys become better, more authentic men. Last Wednesday, 7:00 pm. 
San Miguel room. Contact Dave dave.mccormick.mba@gmail.com  

Adults

our annual retreats, and at 4:12 youth nights. We meet every 
Tuesday, 6:30 pm. The session begins at 7:00 pm. Ask 
brett@padreserra.org to add you to our GroupMe to keep you 
updated. If you are confirmed and are interested in joining our team 
contact youth@padreserra.org

https://www.instagram.com/pspyouth/
https://www.instagram.com/pspyoungadult/
https://www.facebook.com/PadreSerraYA
https://www.padreserra.org/faith-sharing.html
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Weekend Schedule 
       •  Saturday, 5:00 pm Mass on the Grass 
       •  Sunday, 7:30 am Mass in the church 
       •  Sunday, 9:00 am Mass on the Grass 
       •  Sunday, 11:00 am Mass in the church and livestreamed 
 
Weekday Mass 
       •  Monday to Friday, 8:00 am in the church 
 
Pray for Our Sick 
Ella Madison Alandy, Zig Aukstkalnis, Patricia Bergman, Rich 
Bergman, Shirley Brown, Michele Burger, Jennifer Canzano, Katie 
Ceurvorst, Thomas Collins, Morton Cook, Rodolfo Cruz, Kelly 
DaCorsi, Wyatt Davis, Rico Flores, Robert Foster, Sharon Garcia, 
Esper Divina Gracia, Tina Herford, Barbara Humphrey, John 
Jomeruck, Edna Jost, Therese Kaiser, Marty Kinsey, Mary Little, 
Donna Lovato, Christine Maraboto, Hadley Maringa, Zeke Mata, 
Faith Mingay, Chuck Purcell, Dorothy Reason, Francisca Rodriguez, 
Vicki Schweitzer, Keith Seegman, Carol Shook, Kanani Soares, 
Hilda Soller, Kylie Wilson and Shirley Witlin. (Names are refreshed 
monthly.) 
 
Remember Our Dead 
Prayers for family and friends of those who have died recently: 
Travis Heck, RIP 
Eleanor Antonio Redillas, RIP 
  Beloved cousin of Mari Antonio 
May they enjoy peace in their life with Christ Jesus. 
 
Prayer Opportunities 
Daily Readings: bible.usccb.org 
Parish Book of Intentions: www.padreserra.org/intentions 
Prayer Chain: Prayers anytime  
  Bette (805) 482·0067 bette_church@hotmail.com 
  Shirley (805) 482·2617 brownshehorn@gmail.com 
  or visit www.padreserra.org/prayer­requests 
Stations of the Cross: www.padreserra.org/stations 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help: www.padreserra.org/news/olph 
Blessed Sacrament Chapel: www.padreserra.org/prayer

Prayer Life

Reflection questions for every gathering around any table 
Mark 9:38­43, 45, 47­48 ~ Cut it off! 
In today’s gospel, Jesus instructs his disciples, and us, to sever ties 
with anything that causes us to sin. At this moment in your life, what 
are you being called to give up — a practice or possession — that 
separates you from God?

Faith Sharing Question 

Giving

Ministry Fair! ~ September 26 
See page 2. Find all participating ministries at 
www.padreserra.org/news/belong

In the Courtyard

Mary Health of the Sick ~ September 30 
All are invited to their annual Care and Compassion (virtual) Gala, 
7:00 ­ 8:00 pm, with guest speaker Sister Bernadette Proctor who 
will share her inspiring story of gratuitous care of the sick. 
Donate/register at maryhealth.com/gala  
 
Ignatians West is Looking for a Few Good People! 
Are you a mature adult with some free time? Your lifetime of 
experience can make a difference in the life of another! Ignatians 
West will match your interests and talents with the needs of children, 
adults, and seniors in various non­profit settings such as schools, 
food pantries, hospitals, and social service centers 1­2 days a week. 
This Jesuit­affiliated ministry invites you to assist those in need, 
work for a more just society, care for the earth and grow deeper in 
your faith. In addition to service, volunteers meet monthly to reflect 
on the Ignatian tradition. Visit www.ignatianswest.org or contact 
Anne Hansen, (310) 338·2358, ahansen@ignatianswest.org

In the Community

Understanding VIRTUS® “Protecting God’s Children” 
Child sexual abusers often target nurturing, child­friendly 
environments, where parents and participants assume that no one 
would ever want to harm a child. Religious organizations are prime 
examples. The VIRTUS® Protecting God’s Children helps adults be 
“proactive” in protecting children and young people from child 
sexual abuse through early identification, awareness, and education. 
For more information, and to find training sessions, visit 
www.padreserra.org/virtus

Safeguard the Children

Catholic Inquiry ~ September 28 
Have you considered becoming Catholic, or do you want to inquire 
about the Catholic Faith before you decide to join our community? 
Join us 7:00 ­ 8:30 pm via Zoom. In October, we begin weekly 
meetings. Information on the process of becoming Catholic or 
receiving Confirmation and First Communion if you are already a 
baptized Catholic adult, contact Catherine Shadduck (805) 482·6417 
x331, catherine@padreserra.org

Becoming Catholic

Together in Mission ~ Padre Serra Update! 
Goal: $139,726 
Year to Date: $75,445 donated by 176 households 
Gap: $64,281 to reach our goal 
The Together in Mission Annual Appeal is an opportunity for people 
across the Archdiocese of Los Angeles to make a sustainable 
commitment to those in need. We believe in the hope that will be 
given through classrooms, from pulpits, on the streets, and the 
blessed sacraments. Envelopes are in the church lobby or visit 
www.padreserra.org/tim

https://www.padreserra.org/tim.html
https://maryhealth.com/gala
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/092621.cfm
https://bible.usccb.org/podcasts/audio
https://www.padreserra.org/prayer-requests.html
https://www.padreserra.org/news/belong


If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

✔Ambulance
✔Police  ✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL
NOW!

FREE Shipping
FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as $19.95 a month

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,

Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

800.809.3352
MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

Kathleen MacAller
Telling & MacAller Insurance Services

Group • Individual • Medicare
kathleen@tellmacinsurance.com

(805) 371-6276
5301-C Mission Oaks Blvd., Camarillo, CA 93012

Parishioner in music ministry since 1999

CA DOI LIC# 0M25202

A+

NEW ROOFS • RE-ROOFS • ROOF REPAIRS
SHINGLES • TILES • GUTTERS
METAL ROOFING • DOWNSPOUTS

QUALITY ROOFING AT
A PRICE YOU CAN
AFFORD

Liability Insured • Bonded
Workers’ Comp St Lic #599538

Mendezroofingcoinc@gmail.com

((((888800005555))))     666644442222----6666111111111111

Alfonso
Mendez

Se Habla Español

PENNY TEAGUE
805-384-2652

“THE REAL ESTATE TEAM”
California Realty

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America

Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
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ACOUSTIC HEARING AIDS
Roger A. Caldwell (805) 482-1104
2412 Ponderosa Dr. North B-101

Includes T-COIL Near Pleasant Valley Hospital

Tom Cronley, CFP®
Financial Advisor
2360 East Ventura Blvd. Ste B
Camarillo, CA 93010

805-389-6699

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly

• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Medical Alert System

913037 Padre Serra Church (B)

VENTURA EYE INSTITUTE
MICHAEL T. RAGEN, M.D.

• Laser • Glaucoma
• Cataracts • Eyelid Surgery

3801 Las Posas Rd., Ste. # 112, Camarillo, CA 93010
(805) 388-1211

Independent Capital Management, Inc
Rich Frank, CFP ®
Investment Advisor Representative*
770 Paseo Camarillo, #130, Camarillo, CA 93010
CA Insurance Lic.: 0E54719
805-484-1011 Ext 116
rfrank@sagepointadvisor.com
INVESTMENTS / RETIREMENT PLANNING 
PERSONAL FINANCIAL PLANNING
*Securities and investment services offered through 
SagePoint Financial Inc., member FINRA/SIPC and 
a registered investment advisor. Parishioner

www.jspaluch.com                                                       For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-231-0805

BBB
Member

EXCELLENZ
PAINTING

Interior, Exterior, All Phases
Acoustic & Wallpaper Removal

Special Quote
For Renters, Realtors

& Parishioners
Pedro Alatorre
805-223-9384

Franklin & Vizzo
Plumbing

Plumbing and Heating
Service - Repairs

24 Hour 
Emergency Service

Senior Discounts
Lic. No 389926 Ventura

805-641-1997
www.franklinandvizzo.com

Engaging Hearts, Changing Lives,
Erasing Boundaries
• Non Profit
• Serving Seniors for 130 Years
• Originated by the Sisters of Mercy
• Full-time Pastor on Staff

805.388.5277
2500 Ponderosa Drive North

Camarillo, CA 93010

DON VANASSE
CUSTOM

BUILDERS, INC.
• Custom Homes
• Room Additions
• Patio Covers
• Remodeling

(805) 383-9191
General Contractor
License #657528
Bonded • Insured

Parishioner

JERRY J. ZINS, JR., CFP®, CLU, ChFC
CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNERTM

Wealth Management Specialist
Investments • IRA’s • 401k’s

400 Camarillo Ranch Road, Suite 202
805-384-1186 • www.yoursummitwealth.com

Securities offered through LPL Financial, Member FINRA/SIPC. CA Insurance Lic. # 0708854

Parishioner

1st Time Home Buyers • Loans to 3 Million

Down Payment Assistance • Reverse Mortgages

Home Equity Conversion Mortgage for Seniors

Steve Carrigan, CMPS
Certified Mortgage Planning Specialist

Email: Steve@CFGteam.com

www.SteveCarrigan.com

Kelley          Steve

805.389.0282

771 Daily Drive  Suite 350  Camarillo, California 93010
Licensed by the Department of Business Oversight under the California

Residential Mortgage Lending Act. License # 413-1108, NMLS #267891 & #267895

Kelley          Steve

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

Download Our Free App or Visit

www.MY.ONEPARISH.com



Parishioners • Services Are Covered By Insurance
Skilled Nursing | Physical and Occupational Therapy | Registered Dietician

Speech Therapy | Medical Social Worker | Phlebotomy
X-Ray in the Comfort of Your Own Home

Tel: (805) 482-8689 | Fax: (805) 322-3565
4000 Calle Tecate Suite #109,Camarillo,CA 93012 www.allhearthhc.com

Licensed by The 

State of California,

Medicare Certified

Locally, Family Owned And Operated

Dine In • Take Out
Catering • Fundraising

Camarillo Ventura Simi Valley Newbury Park
805.445.7737 805.658.2898 805.624.7756 805.498.7737

1701 Daily Dr. 5722 Telephone Rd. 1860 Erringer Rd. 1025 Broadbeck Rd.

www.prestopasta.com Parishioners

Consider Remembering
Your Parish in Your Will.

For further information, 
please call the Parish Office.

BETCY ELIE, REALTOR
DRE# 01079218, BROKER# 01934638
Call/Text: (805) 910-6443
Fax: (800) 729-1132
betcyelie@gmail.com
www.BetcyElie.Realtor

®

See
Your Ad

in CCOOLLOORR
Call J.S. Paluch Today!
1.800.231.0805

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.

I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

✂

913037 Padre Serra Church (A)

Business Valuation & Appraisal Services
Ryan Forbes, ASA ~ Parishioner

Accredited Senior Appraiser in Business Valuation,
Gift/Estate, 409A, M&A, Enterprise Valuation, Discount Studies

818.351.6105 | rforbes@calvalgroup.com
www.calvalgroup.com

www.jspaluch.com                                                       For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-231-0805

EEDDSSAALLLL  LLAAWW  AAPPCC
AATTTTOORRNNEEYYSS  AATT  LLAAWW

DDaavviidd  EE.. EEddssaallll
KKaatthheerriinnee  EEddssaallll  WWeellllss

BUSINESS • PROBATE • TRUST
TTEELLEEPPHHOONNEE  ((880055))  448844--99000022        440000  CCAAMMAARRIILLLLOO  RRAANNCCHH  RRDD..  ##  110022
FFAACCSSIIMMIILLEE::  ((880055))  448822--11447722                                                CCAAMMAARRIILLLLOO,, CCAA  9933001122
Email:David@EdsallLaw.com             www.EdsallLaw.com

The Most Complete
Online National

Directory of
Catholic ParishesCheck It Out Today!

THERESA L. McCONVILLE
Attorney-At-Law

ESTATE PLANNING • WILLS • TRUSTS • PROBATE
340 Rosewood Ave., Suite R

Camarillo, CA  93010 484-0514

Get this
weekly bulletin
delivered by
email - for FREE!

Sign up here:
www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

The Sponsors Who Appear On This Bulletin. It Is Through
Their Support That This Bulletin Is Made Possible.

Business Owners Interested In Advertising Please Call

J.S. Paluch
1-800-231-0805

Call Michael Ramirez
800.231.0805

www.jspaluch.com

Grow Your Business,
Advertise Here.

Support Your Church & Bulletin.
Free professional ad design & my help!

email: ramirezm@jspaluch.com

Douglas E. Hill
Certified Public Accountant

“The highest compliment we can
receive is the referral of family and
friends. Thank you for your trust!”
1800 Ventura Blvd.

Camarillo, CA 93010
(805) 484-0496

REALTOR

Derrick Timmons
“Personal Service,

Professional Results”

805.807.3987
realtortimmons@gmail.com
www.derricktimmons.com

DRE# 01886244

WHY IS IT
A man wakes up after sleeping
under an ADVERTISED blanket
on an ADVERTISED mattress

and pulls off ADVERTISED pajamas
bathes in an ADVERTISED shower
shaves with an ADVERTISED razor

brushes his teeth
with ADVERTISED toothpaste

washes with ADVERTISED soap
puts on ADVERTISED clothes

drinks a cup 
of ADVERTISED coffee

drives to work
in an ADVERTISED car

and then . . . .
refuses to ADVERTISE
believing it doesn’t pay.
Later if business is poor

he ADVERTISES it for sale.
WHY IS IT?

Your
ad

could
be in this

space!
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