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Signs, Wonders, Testimony and Doubt. . . O My! 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
In the first of this weekend’s readings, from the Acts of the Apostles, we hear a description of the early Christian 
community. “There was no needy person among them, for those who owned property or houses would sell them, bring the 
proceeds of the sale, and put them at the feet of the apostles, and they were distributed to each according to need.” A sign 
and wonder indeed how faith in the resurrected Jesus can transform hearts and minds: “See how they love one another!” 
 
We encounter testimony in the second reading: “This is the one who came through water and blood, Jesus Christ, not by 
water alone, but by water and blood. The Spirit is the one that testifies, and the Spirit is truth.” 
 
And in the gospel, again, we hear of signs and wonders, and testimony. Despite locked doors, the risen Lord Jesus comes 
and stands in the midst of the disciples, saying “Peace be with you.” He shows them his wounds and gives them their 
mission: “as the Father has sent me, so I send you.” On Pentecost the fullness of the Holy Spirit is given to them and they 
are able to carry out their mission with astounding effectiveness, as is illustrated in today’s first reading. 
 
The thing is, it’s our mission too to preach the good news, to be, as St. Teresa of Avila said, Christ’s body ­ to be his hands, 
his feet, his compassion on earth. By baptism we are part of an unbroken line of succession, going back to the earliest 
apostles who walked the earth with, and received the mission from Jesus himself, risen from the dead. 
 
But Thomas wasn’t there that night and he wasn’t going to believe on the testimony of his fellow apostles alone. In fact, in 
words he may later have regretted, he declares that he will never believe without seeing and probing Jesus’ wounds for 
himself. 
 
When I was younger and first heard this story, Thomas’ standing seemed to be portrayed as “less than” that of the disciples 
that were there: “blessed are those who have not seen and have believed.” What we can never know, though, is how any of 
the other disciples might have reacted if they were the one absent that night. And what about us? Are we among the blessed 
because we have not seen yet have believed?  
 
I have always identified with Thomas and his obstinate insistence on evidence. What I love about this gospel story though is 
another sign and wonder: Jesus already knew Thomas’ heart when he appeared again and invited him to probe his wounds. 
The Lord knew what Thomas needed to come to belief and in his love provided it. Thomas went on to evangelize, faithful 
to the mission given by Jesus Christ. India was where he ended up, and the community of Christians he founded there still 
exists today. It is concentrated in the Indian state of Kerala, boasting an impressive eight million members, according to the 
Catholic Near East Welfare Association1. Not too shabby for one who doubted, eh? So take heart if you struggle with doubt 
and ask the Lord to give you what you need to be faithful to the mission. He will, 
though you may not immediately “see” it. 
 
Siempre Adelante, 

 
 
 
 

 
Dominic MacAller 
Worship Minister 
 
1 This information courtesy of catholicexchange.com
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12 months to Grade 8. 
 
Little Church ~ April 11 
Age 3 through kindergarten. Happy Easter! There is no video this 
week. Ms. Soraya is putting together a video for Little Church 
families. Children will have so much fun learning through Bible 
stories and songs. Spaces still available to join Little Church. To 
receive videos, please contact soraya@padreserra.org 
 
Spark! ~ April 12 
Grades 1 to 5. This week children will learn about Jesus appears to 
his disciples. First Communion Children will be participating in an
“At Home” Retreat, please keep them in your prayers. Share your
pictures at photo@padreserra.org 
 
Three: Sixteen ~ April 14 
Middle School Ministry. We will gather via Zoom, our theme Jesus 
appears to his disciples. Turn in your Rice Bowl donations this week. 
For more info, contact youth@padreserra.org. Share your pictures at 
photo@padreserra.org 
 
Online Mass Activities 
To be done at certain times during Mass, watch carefully! (see page 
14) 
 
Proclamation of the Gospel 
Watch a children’s video here.

 !emoclew si 81 ot 41 enoyrevE youth@padreserra.org  
 
Confirmation Y2 ~ April 11 
Sessions resume today; join us via Zoom. Turn in your Rice Bowl 
donations this week. For Zoom login information, please contact 
youth@padreserra.org 
 
4:12 
Join Brett and peer leaders for fun and fellowship via Zoom. Ask 
brett@padreserra.org to add you to our GroupMe to keep you 
updated.

High School

Children

Men’s Ministry ~ April 14, 28 
Illuman is a ministry for men, by men, to honor the uniqueness of 
male spirituality. Bimonthly group gatherings are designed to help 
guys become better, more authentic men. 7:00 pm. Contact  
Dave dave.mccormick.mba@gmail.com   
 
Bereavement Support Group ~ April 15 
We offer support to those who have lost a loved one. 10:00 am, via 
Zoom. Contact Betty Bright Martinez (805) 407·3000, 
bbright41@verizon.net 
 
Knitting Ministry ~ April 15, 22, 29 
A fellowship and service ministry where all skill levels of knitting 
and crocheting are welcome. Thursdays 9:30 11:30 am courtyard.   
Donna healthysneaker7@gmail.com   
 
PAX Christi ~ April 15 
How are climate and racial justice connected? Join in our monthly 
gathering focusing on environmental justice. Come and see 7:00  
8:30 pm via Zoom. “Justice is a foundation of all religions. If the 
religious environmental movement focuses too much on energy 
conservation in our houses of worship, we will miss a big 
opportunity to affect change on a societal level. We’ve got to reclaim 
justice as a primary focus of the religious environmental movement.” 
 Rev. Fletcher Harper, GreenFaith. RSVP at www.padreserra.org/cst 

 
Women’s Faith Sharing ~ April 19 
Seeds of Faith, our women’s faith sharing group, continues with the 
Year of Saint Joseph  by Pope Francis and The Hidden Life of Saint 
Joseph. 7:00  8:30 pm via Zoom. Contact  
Gwen gwendolynjoy1@hotmail.com  
Cynthia cjonescampbell@yahoo.com 
 
Serra Seniors ~ April 21 
Joy Todd from Pleasant Valley Historical Museum and Botanical 
Garden will be with us to share about the museum’s work in 
preserving, presenting, and sharing the rich heritage and history of 
the Pleasant Valley area. Join us via Zoom at 10:00 am. Register 
today to receive the link.

Adults

Everyone 18 to 39ish is welcome! www.padreserra.org/young-adults 
 
Bible Study, Board Games and More 
We are gathering via Zoom twice a month on Thursdays, 7:00 to 
9:00 pm until the current COVID 19 situation is resolved. On the 
first Thursday, we do a Bible study and on the third Thursday, we 
play a game. See our Instagram @pspyoungadult or Facebook 
@PadreSerraYA for other events! For more information please 
contact brett@padreserra.org

Young Adults

Everyone 14 to 39ish is welcome! 
 
Peer Leaders 
Ask brett@padreserra.org to add you to our GroupMe to keep you 
updated. Peer leaders help engage our Confirmation candidates by 
acting as mentors and facilitators during our weekly Confirmation 

 era uoy fI   .sthgin htuoy 21:4 ta dna ,staerter launna ruo ,snoisses
confirmed and are interested in joining our team contact 
youth@padreserra.org

Youth Leadership

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mqxfRBYQUPA
https://www.instagram.com/pspyoungadult/
https://www.facebook.com/PadreSerraYA
https://www.padreserra.org/seniors.html
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Understanding the Catholic Mass ~ April 27 
The Ventura County Interfaith Community invites you to come and 
learn about the origin, meaning, and development of the Mass with 
Fr. Patrick Mullen. 7:00 pm. Learn more and receive Zoom link: 
www.vcic.info/understanding­the­catholic­mass

In the Community

2021 Working Together to Prevent Child Sexual Abuse Brochure 
The Office of Safeguard the Children of the Archdiocese of Los 
Angeles annually publishes the “Working Together to Prevent Child 
Sexual Abuse” brochure, which provides an up­to­date listing of safe 
environment policies, programs, resources, contact numbers, and 
other important information about how the Archdiocese of Los 
Angeles is working to prevent child sexual abuse. The brochure is 
available online at www.padreserra.org/safeguard­the­children

Safeguard the Children

New Weekend Schedule 
Celebrate Mass in the Serra Center’s backyard. Maintain social 
distance all the way to your seat. Be sure to wear a face mask and 
sanitize your hands. 
       • Mass on the Grass 
          Saturday, 5:00 pm (NEW) 
          Sunday, 9:00 am, 5:00 pm (NEW) 
       • Livestream Mass 
          Sunday, 11:00 am 
        • Reconciliation (Confession) 
          Saturday, 3:30 to 4:30 pm   (NEW)  
          or by appointment: Barbara Morgan   (805) 482·6417 x324  
 
Pray for Our Sick 
Rosemarie Acosta, Lisa Alonzo, Jamie Andersson, Lukas Andersson, 
Patti Andrus, John Barra, Shirley Brown, Michele Burger, Rigo 
Castillo­Reyes, Katie Ceurvorst, Bette Church, Thomas Collins, 
Wyatt Davis, Walter DuPont, Alex Estrada, Jeanne Gaffney, Laura 
Gantenbein, Sharon Garcia, Isaac Garcia Castillo, Rosie Gutierrez, 
Barbara Humphrey, Connie Lakowski, Arlene Leonard, Stephen 
Maulhardt, Stacey McColley, Dennis Perrin, Cheri Ramirez, Renee 
Ramonette, Maureen Rider, Blanca Rivera, Ness Rodriguez, Phyllis 
Ross, Jackson Soyster, Sue Spies, Racquel Taylor, Gregory 
Wasserman, Midalma Wasserman, Veronica Wasserman, Kylie 
Wilson, Luis Christian Zanartu and Vicki Zanartu. (Names are 
refreshed monthly.) 
 
Remember Our Dead 
Prayers for family and friends of those who have died recently. 
May they enjoy peace in their life with Christ Jesus. 
 
Prayer Opportunities 
Daily Readings: bible.usccb.org 
Parish Book of Intentions: www.padreserra.org/intentions 
Prayer Chain: Prayers anytime  
  Bette (805) 482·0067 bette_church@hotmail.com 
  Shirley (805) 482·2617 brownshehorn@gmail.com 
  or visit www.padreserra.org/prayer­requests 
Stations of the Cross: www.padreserra.org/stations 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help: www.padreserra.org/news/olph 
Blessed Sacrament Chapel: www.padreserra.org/prayer

Prayer Life

Reflection questions for every gathering around any table 
John 20:19­31 ~ Peace be with you 
Today’s gospel is about belief and faith. Jesus says to “doubting” 
Thomas, “Have you come to believe because you have seen me? 
Blessed are those who have not seen and have believed.” But Jesus’ 
multiple greetings of “Peace be with you” can provide comfort, 
especially right now with so much hate, unrest, incivility in our 
community and world. What brings you comfort and hope? How can 
Jesus be a source of peace for you right now? How can you bring 
peace to someone in your life who is doubting or troubled?

Faith Sharing Question 
Happy Easter! 
If you are new to Padre Serra Parish, welcome! We hope you enjoy 
worshiping with us today and that you experience the joy, hope, and 
peace of the Resurrection. If you are looking for a Church to call 
your own, we hope that you have found it here with us. For those 
interested in finding out more about the Catholic Church, we have an 
informal group that meets on Tuesday evenings via Zoom to answer 
your questions and discuss various Catholic Christian topics. You are 
most welcome to join us! For more information, please contact 
Catherine Shadduck at (805) 482·6417 x331 or 
catherine@padreserra.org

Becoming Catholic

In loving memory of John Jacob Menne 
  Carolyn Menne 
  Miriam & Kevin Currin, Roseville, CA

Memorial & Honorarium

Our warmest welcome to our newest registered parishioners! May 
you find faith, fellowship, love, and peace. 
     • Monique Archibeque 
     • Aaron Vazquez 
     • Amara Vazquez 
     • Monica Gonzalez 
     • John R. Austin 
     • Jason de Leon 
     • Louise de Leon 
If you are not yet registered or have moved, dropped your landline, 
added a cellphone or email, or have adult children who have moved 
out, please keep us updated. If you live alone, provide us with an 
emergency contact. Contact Mary (805) 482·6417 x321 or 
mary@padreserrra.org

Welcome!

• Wallace Cravens 
• Linda Cravens 
• Mary C. Kramer, Ph.D. 
• Maria Chavez 
• Alejandra Guzman 
• Salvador Guzman

https://www.padreserra.org/safeguard-the-children.html
http://www.vcic.info/understanding-the-catholic-mass/
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/041121.cfm
https://www.padreserra.org/mass.html
mailto:barbara@padreserra.org
https://bible.usccb.org/podcasts/audio
https://www.padreserra.org/prayer-requests.html
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Second Sunday of Easter
After Jesus died, he rose to life again!

One evening, when the disciples
were locked inside a room, Jesus appeared to them.

Look at the words on these doors.
Follow the directions to find out what Jesus said!

You can read it in your Bible at John 20:19–31.
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NOW!
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Douglas E. Hill
Certified Public Accountant
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1800 Ventura Blvd.

Camarillo, CA 93010
(805) 484-0496

REALTOR

Derrick Timmons
“Personal Service,

Professional Results”

805.807.3987
realtortimmons@gmail.com
www.derricktimmons.com
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WHY IS IT
A man wakes up after sleeping
under an ADVERTISED blanket
on an ADVERTISED mattress

and pulls off ADVERTISED pajamas
bathes in an ADVERTISED shower
shaves with an ADVERTISED razor

brushes his teeth
with ADVERTISED toothpaste

washes with ADVERTISED soap
puts on ADVERTISED clothes

drinks a cup 
of ADVERTISED coffee

drives to work
in an ADVERTISED car

and then . . . .
refuses to ADVERTISE
believing it doesn’t pay.
Later if business is poor

he ADVERTISES it for sale.
WHY IS IT?

Your
ad

could
be in this

space!

Consider Remembering
Your Parish in Your Will.

For further information, 
please call the Parish Office.




