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A Mother 
 
Dear Family in Christ, 

My late mother was everything a mother should be — loving, caring, watchful, 
protective — until I reached adolescence and started having opinions of my own. From that 
point on she was incapable of releasing me to make my own decisions, and our adult 
relationship was difficult. Our society’s ritual of selecting Mother’s Day cards put me in an 
annual moral dilemma. I could spend an hour searching through the card selection at Target or 
CVS trying to find a message that didn’t make a liar out of me. “The best mother in the 
world” and “You were always there for me” just didn’t cut it. One year I sent her flowers 
instead, and she refused delivery. Sometime during my youth, I discovered I was better off 
relying on God for my motherly nurturing. 

My mother and I never abandoned our relationship, as difficult as it was. Near the end 
of her long life it became necessary for me to mother her, but along the way I found others 
who lovingly nurtured me. Older and more experienced friends gently coached me how to be 
a wise mother to my own children, and members of the church taught us all by example how 
to hold one another close and to let go when appropriate. 

But the one who has constantly held me and truly mothered me from my birth has been 
God. Scripture, Christian tradition, and our own experience teach us that God’s love, comfort, 
and care know no bounds. In Isaiah 66:13, the Lord tells Jerusalem, “As a mother comforts 
her child, so I will comfort you.” Jesus’ lament over Jerusalem illustrates a mother’s concern 
as he says, “How often have I desired to gather your children together as a hen gathers her 
brood under her wings.” (Luke 13:34 and Matt. 23:37) Early Christian mystics speak of the 
maternal nature of God. Julian of Norwich describes God as both Father and Mother: “As 
truly as God is our Father, so truly is God our Mother.” Anselm of Canterbury describes Christ 
as “the great Mother” who comforts the frightened with gentleness. And every recent pope 
since John Paul I has made some reference to the value of understanding God as a mother. 

We are God’s children, and God knows how to protect us, where to correct us, how to 
guide us, and when to let us learn from mistakes. God wants us to 
explore and learn and love, and God is always there to kiss our 
booboos and put bandaids on our knees when we fall off our 
bikes. Give thanks to God — the source and embodiment of 
motherhood! 
Your sister in Christ, 
 
Linda Lowe 
 
Linda Lowe
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12 months to Grade 8. 
 
Online Mass Activities 
Activities to be done at certain times during Mass, watch carefully! 
(see page 11)  
 
Children Faith Formation at Home 
We are creating lesson plans for families to do at home; please make 
sure we have your most updated email address on file. Please contact 
tere@padreserra.org if you have not yet received an email from us 
this week. Remember to send your Spark! at Home images in 
“Actual Size” or the largest size available pics to 
tere@padreserra.org or use #pspSparkAtHome and tag 
@padreserraparish on Facebook, or @padreserra on Instagram.

 Everyone 14 to 18 is welcome! youth@padreserra.org  
 
4:12 
Join Brett and peer leaders, for fun and fellowship via Zoom. Ask 
brett@padreserra.org to add you to our GroupMe to keep you 
updated. 

High School

Children

Faith Formation Registration ~ Begins June 1 
Register your children! We have programs for ages preschool 
through grade 12! We are always learning, making friends, and 
having a good time at church. Sacrament preparation is included if 
needed. Join a group! Early registration discount by July 1. Visit 
www.padreserra.org/news/faith­formation­registration 
 
Summer Camp 2020 
Due to the current situation with the stay­at­home orders for 
COVID­19, we have made the difficult decision not to hold Summer 
Camp in June. Be on the lookout for a summer fun day, possibly late 
summer, once it is safe to gather once again. tere@padreserra.org

Sign-up Time!

Grocery Shopping 
If you are compromised due to age or health and need help with 
grocery shopping, contact Teresa at (805) 482·6417 x322 or at 
teresa@padreserra.org. Volunteer shoppers are standing by to help. 

 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help ~ May 13, 20, 27 
Join us online for prayer and devotion to our Mother Mary. 
Wednesdays 6:30 ­ 7:30 pm. Contact:  
Madel omphnovenapsp@gmail.com 

 
Writers Group ~ May 15, 22, 29 
We gather virtually. We pray virtually. We write. If you enjoy 
writing, you are welcome any Friday to share your work and to listen 
to the inspiring writing of others. Fridays 10:00 am ­ 12:00 pm, 
online. Contact: Linda calmest1@verizon.net 

 
Illuman Men’s Ministry ~ May 13, 27 
A ministry for men, by men, to honor the uniqueness of male 
spirituality. Bimonthly group gatherings are designed to help guys 
become better, more authentic men. 7:00 pm, online. Contact:  
Dave dave.mccormick.mba@gmail.com 

 
Women’s Ministry ~ May 18 
Seeds of Faith is our monthly women’s spirituality group. Join in 
discussion and prayer online from 7:00 ­ 8:30 pm. Contact:  
Cynthia cjonescampbell@yahoo.com 

 
PAX Christi ~ May 21 
Come and join our virtual PAX Christi group for an evening of 
connecting and sharing the Gospel call to Justice and Peace during 
these challenging times. Thursday, 7:00 ­ 8:30 pm. RSVP: Deacon 
Luc peaceandjustice@padreserra.org, (805) 444·1563. Please include 
your email address so we can provide login information.   

 
Open Hearts 
A fellowship ministry where individuals and families of the LGBTQ 
community are welcome to share experiences, strength, support, and 
hope. Start with Sue: openheartspadreserra@gmail.com 

 
St. Vincent de Paul 
We offer tangible assistance to those in need on a person­to­person 
basis. Aid may take the form of intervention, consultation, or often 
through direct dollar or in­kind service. Those in need of assistance 
should call (805) 504·4753. To volunteer, contact  
Terri terrikorell@gmail.com   
 
Military Family Ministry  
Invites active and reserve military members and families to connect 
for fellowship, support, and engagement in our parish family for as 
short or as long as you’re here. We’d love to hear from you. Contact: 
Dave Gutierrez militaryministry@padreserra.org

Adults

#pspSparkAtHome
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Happy Mother’s Day 
I thank you, Jesus, for my mother and the endless love and care she 
gives me. Help me always to appreciate all that she does for me. 
Lord, continue to strengthen her and let the example of her faith and 
love shine forth. 
Amen! 
 
“I am the way, the truth, and the life!” 
Reflect silently on the words of Jesus or listen to the song "The Way 
(New Horizon)" youtu.be/MOzsJlk8p6I. What do these words mean 
to you? Ask the Holy Spirit to bring to mind the values most 
important in your life/family. 
 
Pray for Our Sick 
John Allum­Poon, Shirley Brown, Katie Ceurvorst, Thomas Collins, 
Liesa Comeau, Baby Wyatt Davis, Sue Evans, Jean Ferjo, Sharon 
Garcia, Jim Hines, Brandon Joseph, Adele Marietta, Veronica 
Markley, Mark Medina, Dino Perry, Shanti Plumbley, Christy Reed, 
Juan Andres Sanchez, Bryan Sasinick, Dorothy Simmons, Jackson 
Soyster, Will Stachowiak and Marcia Vivirito. (Names are refreshed 
monthly.) 
 
Remember Our Dead 
Prayers for family and friends of those who have died recently: 
Luisito De Blend, RIP 
Steven Cartaino, RIP 
  Beloved son of Mary Cartaino 
Denise Dale, RIP 
Sergio Macias, RIP 
Jean Money, RIP 
Albert Nazareth Sr., RIP 
  Beloved uncle of Stephanie Ballesteros 
May they enjoy peace in their life with Christ Jesus. 
 
Prayer Opportunities 
Daily Readings: www.usccb.org  
Parish Book of Intentions:  www.padreserra.org/intentions 
Prayer Chain: Prayers anytime  
  Bette (805) 482·0067 bette_church@hotmail.com 
  Shirley (805) 482·2617 brownshehorn@gmail.com 
  or visit www.padreserra.org/prayer­requests 
Stations of the Cross: www.padreserra.org/stations 

Prayer Life

Giving

St. Mary Magdalen School 
Our beautiful town is blessed to have a lively Catholic community 
that is served by two Catholic parishes and one wonderful Catholic 
elementary school. Half the students are from Padre Serra Parish and 
half are from St. Mary Magdalen Church. We love our school. For 
more information or to contribute, contact pam@padreserra.org 

Faith Sharing Question 
Reflection questions for every gathering around any table. 
John 14:1­12 ~ The Way 
Jesus said to his disciples, “Do not let your hearts be troubled" for he 
is “the way, the truth, the life.” Jesus assures us today that we also 
know the way to where he is going because we know him. We do not 
walk this path alone but as a community: the Church, the parish 
family, and in our domestic churches. How has your faith community 
been helpful in showing me the path and helping me stay on it? How 
can I or we do this for others? 
 
Read 
Grab your Bible and look up the reading. Don’t have one? No 
worries, find the text here: www.usccb.org/calendar/index.cfm 
 
Listen  
Watch this video with the Proclamation of the Gospel with images, 
youtu.be/zzb6OrEUIo4 
Find the readings proclaimed at www.usccb.org/bible/readings­audio 
 
For the Kids 
For families with young children, a video from Holy Heroes, 
youtu.be/l3HnQ5JQ5YA 
 
Share 
Family/Personal values: discuss and make a list of your values. What 
are your top 5? Where do faith and trust fit into your family/personal 
values? How are you currently living out these values? Or identify 1 
thing you can do this week to live out these values. Where in your 
life or in your community are you seeing faith empowering people to 
do great things?  
Have your child(ren) show and explain what they created! Use 
#pspLivingFaith and tag @padreserraparish (Facebook), 
@padreserra (Instagram), or send your images in “Actual Size” or 
the largest size available to photos@padreserra.org. We can’t wait to 
see your pics! www.padreserra.org/news/living­faith

Living Faith

In loving memory of Connie Clardy 
  Cliff & Bev Aggen 
In loving memory of Arnold Hockenmaier 
   Joe Yaeger & Beverley Taylor Yaeger 
In loving memory of Jane Halloran 
  Coleen Halloran Barsley

Memorial & Honorarium

#pspSparkAtHome

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zzb6OrEUIo4&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l3HnQ5JQ5YA&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MOzsJlk8p6I&feature=youtu.be
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Kathleen MacAller
Telling & MacAller Insurance Services

Group • Individual • Medicare
kathleen@tellmacinsurance.com

(805) 371-6276
5301-C Mission Oaks Blvd., Camarillo, CA 93012

Parishioner in music ministry since 1999

CA DOI LIC# 0M25202

A+

NEW ROOFS • RE-ROOFS • ROOF REPAIRS
SHINGLES • TILES • GUTTERS
METAL ROOFING • DOWNSPOUTS

QUALITY ROOFING AT
A PRICE YOU CAN
AFFORD

Liability Insured • Bonded
Workers’ Comp St Lic #599538

Mendezroofingcoinc@gmail.com

((880055))   664422--66111111

Alfonso
Mendez

Se Habla Español

PENNY TEAGUE
805-384-2652

“THE REAL ESTATE TEAM”
California Realty

The Most Complete
Online National

Directory of
Catholic Parishes

ACOUSTIC HEARING AIDS
Roger A. Caldwell (805) 482-1104
2412 Ponderosa Dr. North B-101

Includes T-COIL Near Pleasant Valley Hospital

Tom Cronley, CFP®
Financial Advisor
2360 East Ventura Blvd. Ste B
Camarillo, CA 93010

805-389-6699

Family Owned
And Operated!

Dine In
Take Out
Catering

Fundraising

Join Our Mailing List at PrestoPasta.com to
GET $3 OFF ANY PURCHASE!

Camarillo
805.445.7737

1701 Daily Dr

Newbury Park
805.498.7737
1025 Broadbeck Rd

Ventura
805.658.2898
5722 Telephone Rd

913037 Padre Serra Church (B)

VENTURA EYE INSTITUTE
MICHAEL T. RAGEN, M.D.

• Laser • Glaucoma
• Cataracts • Eyelid Surgery

3801 Las Posas Rd., Ste. # 112, Camarillo, CA 93010
(805) 388-1211

Independent Capital Management, Inc
Rich Frank, CFP ®
Investment Advisor Representative*
770 Paseo Camarillo, #130, Camarillo, CA 93010
CA Insurance Lic.: 0E54719
805-484-1011 Ext 116
rfrank@sagepointadvisor.com
INVESTMENTS / RETIREMENT PLANNING 
PERSONAL FINANCIAL PLANNING
*Securities and investment services offered through 
SagePoint Financial Inc., member FINRA/SIPC and 
a registered investment advisor. Parishioner

www.jspaluch.com                                                       For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-231-0805

BBB
Member

EXCELLENZ
PAINTING

Interior, Exterior, All Phases
Acoustic & Wallpaper Removal

Special Quote
For Renters, Realtors

& Parishioners
Pedro Alatorre
805-223-9384

Franklin & Vizzo
Plumbing

Plumbing and Heating
Service - Repairs

24 Hour 
Emergency Service

Senior Discounts
Lic. No 389926 Ventura

805-641-1997
www.franklinandvizzo.com

Engaging Hearts, Changing Lives,
Erasing Boundaries
• Non Profit
• Serving Seniors for 130 Years
• Originated by the Sisters of Mercy
• Full-time Pastor on Staff

805.388.5277
2500 Ponderosa Drive North

Camarillo, CA 93010

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

Download Our Free App or Visit

MY.ONEPARISH.COM

DON VANASSE
CUSTOM

BUILDERS, INC.
• Custom Homes
• Room Additions
• Patio Covers
• Remodeling

(805) 383-9191
General Contractor
License #657528
Bonded • Insured

Parishioner

JERRY J. ZINS, JR., CFP®, CLU, ChFC
CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNERTM

Wealth Management Specialist
Investments • IRA’s • 401k’s

400 Camarillo Ranch Road, Suite 202
805-384-1186 • www.yoursummitwealth.com

Securities offered through LPL Financial, Member FINRA/SIPC. CA Insurance Lic. # 0708854

Parishioner

Joshua Carolan
Parishioner

Carolan Law
A Professional Legal Corporation

WILLS & TRUSTS, FAMILY,
BANKRUPTCY NOTARY SERVICES AVAILABLE

805.444.6990
joshua@carolanlaw.net • carolanlaw.net

355 N. Lantana St. #573
Camarillo 93010

1st Time Home Buyers • Loans to 3 Million
Down Payment Assistance • Reverse Mortgages

Home Equity Conversion Mortgage for Seniors

Steve Carrigan, CMPS
Certified Mortgage Planning Specialist

Email: Steve@CFGteam.com

www.SteveCarrigan.com

Kelley          Steve

805.389.0282

771 Daily Drive Suite 120 Camarillo, California 93010
Licensed by the Department of Business Oversight under the California

Residential Mortgage Lending Act. License # 413-1108, NMLS #267891 & #267895

Kelley          Steve



SCOTT KELLY, ChFC, CLU
Parishioner
Registered Principal Independent Financial Planner
COMPREHENSIVE WEALTH MANAGEMENT

• Retirement & Education Planning
• IRAs, 401ks, SEP-IRAs
• Life & Long Term Care Insurance

COMPLIMENTARY CONSULTATION 

(805) 652-6938
Scott.Kelly@LPL.com

CA Insurance Lic. OB66575 
Securities Offered Through LPL Financial Member FINRA/SIPC

Call for a free consultation: 805-824-5291
www.elitecomfortcare.com

Full range of options tailored to your needs including:
Long/Short Term Care • Companionship • Daily Living

Meal Prep • Housekeeping • Escort to Errands

WEST 
VENTURA COUNTY

REALTY

BETCY ELIE, REALTOR
CalBRE #01079218  | CalBRE #00808278
Call/Text (805) 910-6443
betcyelie@gmail.com
www.Betcy-Elie.kw.com
Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated

Upon Close of Escrow, I will donate, (in your name), 5% of my net after tax commission, 
to a charitty of your choice.

14 YR Local Parishioner

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly

• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Medical Alert System

913037 Padre Serra Church (A) www.jspaluch.com                                                       For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-231-0805

EDSALL LAW APC
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

David E. Edsall
Katherine Edsall Wells

BUSINESS • PROBATE • TRUST
TELEPHONE (805) 484-9002    400 CAMARILLO RANCH RD. # 102
FACSIMILE: (805) 482-1472                        CAMARILLO, CA 93012
Email:David@EdsallLaw.com             www.EdsallLaw.com

FINE ITALIAN CUISINE
AND BEER GARDEN

5800 Santa Rosa, Suite 140
Camarillo, CA 93012

(less than 2 miles from church)

805.388.5550
www.TheManhattanOfCamarillo.com

Private Wine Room
Available for

Rehearsal Dinners,
Showers, Sacramental

Celebrations,
Corporate Functions,

and More

Open for
Lunch & Dinner

Live
Entertainment

Fri - Sun

THERESA L. McCONVILLE
Attorney-At-Law

ESTATE PLANNING • WILLS • TRUSTS • PROBATE
340 Rosewood Ave., Suite R

Camarillo, CA  93010 484-0514

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America

Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
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Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.

I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

✂

Consider Remembering
Your Parish in Your Will.

For further information, 
please call the Parish Office.

Carlos Duarte, SRES
Parishioner

805.276.5799

Chuck.g.duarte@gmail.com
For More Information: www.VenturaLuxuryProperties.com
“Ask me how our exclusive marketing sells more homes”

©2020 Coldwell Banker. All Rights Reserved. The Coldwell Banker® System is comprised of company owned offices which are owned 
by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC and franchised offices which are independently owned and operated.

The Coldwell Banker System fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. CalRE #00616212

Buying OR Selling? TV & Online Marketing
Residential & Senior Real Estate Specialist 

CalRE#01978755
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Douglas E. Hill
Certified Public Accountant

“The highest compliment we can
receive is the referral of family and
friends. Thank you for your trust!”
1800 Ventura Blvd.

Camarillo, CA 93010
(805) 484-0496

REALTOR

Derrick Timmons
“Personal Service,

Professional Results”

805.807.3987
realtortimmons@gmail.com
www.derricktimmons.com




